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President’s Message
by Debbie Patel

The only thing that never changes is that things always change. And so in this newsletter we
introduce our new General Manager, Jennifer Beck. You will find her warm, outgoing, generous,
and experienced. It was fortunate indeed that she was looking while we were looking. I encourage
you to get to know Jennifer.
What an adventure the past two months have been! Having the position of General Manager vacant
gave me and others on the board a chance to dig deep into our Club and its operations. Joy Towell (Club Treasurer
and a former auditor) worked closely with Robb Kumlien (our bookkeeper), and we had a successful audit (copies
available in the office). Lynne Shaner (Operations Chair) now knows every nook and cranny of the Club, and during
our summer shut down we polished and repaired and signed a contract for much-needed roof work. Lynne and Lydia
Cooley (Community Outreach Chair) spent hours with Valerie before she left and documented the ins and outs of the
General Manager position. That served us well when we were interviewing candidates. Those interviews also helped
us define the variety of staff roles that exist in “club life.” That learning will help our Club move forward.
And when Lola Mendeloff got an offer she could not refuse from Northwestern Mutual, several of us began to help
staff the front office. With Jennifer on board and holding interviews, we shall soon return to our prior roles at the
Woman’s Club. But working “the front desk” was also an adventure for me. I have a real understanding of the work
that goes into this newsletter, how helpful it is when members make their reservations early, how hard we work to get
the word out about our programs, and how efficient and sometimes inefficient we are.
Through it all, Rita Larsen and her team worked their magic with Membership; Gale Shelton and her team put together
fun and meaningful programs; Carrie Matteson, Faye Wetzel, and the rest of the Foundation team crafted a fabulous
fall fashion show fundraiser; Amy Schneider (Marketing Committee) moved forward with social media initiatives;
Kathy Grogan (WCW Secretary) kept the board minutes coming; and Club members continued to do service work,
enjoy yoga, discuss books, play bridge and Mah Jongg, and more. Our special summer events were a smashing
success, filling rooms for our Summer Barbecue, Fireworks Buffet, Lobster Dinner Night, and Jazz Club.
My heartfelt thanks to my temporary office mate (and boss) Leah Potrykus. She has been a source of great strength and
stability to everyone during these days of change. Chef Jan continues to do amazing things in the kitchen, including
the best summer menu I can recall in my years of Club membership. Interim Food & Beverage Manager Tim Stein
helped make all members and their guests feel at home in our Club. We are blessed.
There is a sense of renewal in the air, and why not? Every day is a new adventure. The past lives only to teach; the
future is for learning. The present is where we live. And I for one am happy to be living this adventure with you. Enjoy
this issue of the newsletter. There is something in these pages for everyone. Sign up and come down to the Club,
where you are sure to find community service, learning, and friendship.
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From the Manager’s Desk

Dear Woman’s Club Members,
It is with great enthusiasm that I have accepted the position of General Manager.
My experience at the Woman’s Club of Minneapolis provided me with a foundation to
understand how special a women’s club is, including the rich traditions of continuing
education, networking, and service to the community. The WCW holds the same ideals, with
the same long-standing traditions. I am pleased to be your new GM.

I will continue to build upon the traditions and successes of the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin.
It will be done by remaining fiscally responsible, by engaging with the membership, and by strengthening
all the fundamentals previously established. I look forward to working with the Board of Directors and the
management team to create new achievements in the years to come.
I am enjoying my copy of the WCW publication A Club of Their Own: 125 years of the Woman's Club of
Wisconsin (2000). I close by echoing the remarks made by Past President (1999-2001) Pat Fetterley in the
inside cover of the book, under the heading “A Past of Pride A Future of Promise.”
“We set our course for the new millennium with determination to make the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin the
best it can be, energized and inspired by our legacy of strength and vision. What
a privilege it is to be part of this endeavor.”
Jennifer Beck, CCM, CCE
General Manager

Foundation Facts:

by Carrie Matteson

~ FABULOUS Foundation
Fundraiser was held on May 30
featuring a fitting portrayal of Alice
Paul to a filled ballroom with over
200 present! Thank you for your
support.
~ FASHION SHOW “I’m Every Woman” is planned
for September 12. Fashion Forward Faye will once
again present our Foundation Fashion Show. Her Pop
Up Shop will showcase FRENCH KANDE Jewelry,
a collection featuring vintage French medallions from
the 1960s. Of course, Ritika Bhatia and her Silk ‘N
More handmade scarf collection will also be front and
center. And a portion of the proceeds will be donated
to the Foundation.
~ FINALLY, It is time to get your nominations for
Grant Allocation into the office. Deadline is Friday,
September 13, at 5 PM.

Woman’s Club of Wisconsin Foundation
Presents
“I’m Every Woman” Fashion Show Fundraiser
Join us to celebrate and support our Foundation
and 100 years of Women’s Right to Vote!
In May we celebrated the American movement to win
the right for women to vote-- now we take you across
the pond to see how the Brits do things!
In honor of the 100th anniversary of the passing of
the 19th Amendment, the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin
Foundation presents a fashion show by FAYE’s. Join us
as we pay tribute to a movement that has shaped our
lives.

Thursday, September 12, 2019
11 AM Social, boutique, & raffle
Noon Luncheon
1 PM Fashion show

Foundation Donations
The following donors contributed to the Woman's Club of Wisconsin Foundation from May 30 through August
1, 2019. On behalf of those whose lives will be strengthened through these gifts we offer heartfelt thanks.

General Donations
Peggy Ann
Mary Ann Beaumont
Carol Bessler
Susan Boland
Joan Bruce
Karin Buckholdt
Nancy Carpenter
Sandra Christensen
Patty Compton
Mary Connelly
Lydia Cooley
Shelly Culea
Meg Daly
Barbara Donner
Barbara Drake
Virginia Dunphy
Julie Fancher
Pat Fetterley
Marcia Flanagan
Jane Frederick
Yvonne Frederick
Dana Friedland
Barbara Fuldner
Janet Ganong
Sharon Gardner
Kathy Geiger
Katherine Gerrits
Kathy Grogan
Susan Hackl
Kathleen Harris
Margarete Harvey
Marjorie Henderson
Vicky Hinshaw
Ann Hirst
Jeanne Hoff
Linda Honold
Reynolds Honold
Julie Howard
Arline Hughes
Elinor Jacobson
Bett Jacquart
Donna Jordahl
Judy Jorgensen
Peggy Karpowicz
Greta Kassam
Alyce Katayama
Gloria Katt
Ann Keiper
Judy Keyes
Barbara Klein
Linda Klimowicz
Alana Koutantzis
Susan Krausen
Patricia Kreil
Alice Kuramoto

Rachel Larrivee
Rita Larsen
Kristin Lindblom
Brenda Majewski
Barbara Mann-McGinnis
Janice Marcus
Kay Martins
Carrie Matteson
Joan McCormick
Mary McNally
Patricia Menefee
Ann Miller
Sara RS Miller
Kate Muth
Thad Nation
Rhonda Oberland
Jane O'Connell
Maura Packham
Debbie Patel
Lois Pauls
Kathy Pederson
Kathryn Perry
Mary Wilkins Peterson
Karen Petric
Lynn Potts
Wendy Pribbanow
Harry Richard Quadracci
Mary Read
Peg Rolfs
Holly Ryan
Pat Santilli
Sue Schmidt
Amy Schneider
Mary Schnell
Lynne Shaner
Kristin Sheehan
Gale Shelton
Steinway Piano Gallery
Nancy Stemper
Vicki Streich
Ann Swain
Janet Tallberg
Maureen Tarantino
Stacy Tolomeo
Joy Towell
Geraldine Tschopp
Patricia Van Alyea
Jeanette Wade
Mary Walker
Barbara Weese
Candice Wegner
WI Conservatory of Music
Marian Yoder
Helen Zealy

In Memory of

In Honor of

John Burke
Kathleen Arenz

Joan Bruce, WCW member
McRose Charitable Fund

Harry Desmond
Carole Montgomery

Barbara Drake, WCW member
Lisa Blue
Lynne Schlaeger

Robert Dyble
Beverly Dyble
Maureen Hallberg
Vicki Allen
Helen Morrison Reynolds
Carole Montgomery

Judy Jorgensen, WCW member
Mary Kellner
Rachel Larrivee, WCW member
Julie Larrivee
Faye Wetzel, WCW member
Linda Neff

Grant Allocation Committee
There is still time to nominate your favorite local
nonprofit for a 2020 Foundation grant! Applications
are available at the Club office. You may sponsor only
one nonprofit organization or agency of your choice.
The grant applicant must fill out the application
completely, and all required forms must be received
no later than Friday, September 13, 5 PM. The Club
member sponsor must sign the completed application.
Members may sponsor only one agency per fiscal year.
The maximum grant is $5,000. Contact Leah for the
application form, which is available in hard copy
or electronically.
We are seeking Club members to join the Grant
Allocation Committee. Committee chair Rachel
Larrivee will be reaching out to past committee
members and new Club members in the coming days
regarding 2020 participation, but all Club members are
welcome to join this fun and rewarding committee.
Contact Rachel at rachel@propsunlimited.com if you
would like additional information. An orientation
meeting will be held on Thursday, October 17, from
4 - 5 PM, and review sessions will take place in early
January.

By The People and For the People
by Rita Larsen

A Note from Membership

As we continue moving toward the year 2020, 100 years after American women won the right
to vote, we will find ourselves more and more engaged in activities that detail the history of the
women’s movement. Never have I been more pleased to be involved in a club that fosters the
furtherance of women’s issues than during this 2019-2020 WCW year.
Have you read A Club of Their Own, 125 years of the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin (2000) by
Liza Tuttle? Truly, while reading it I imagined what it would have been like to be a Club member in the early
years and to have witnessed the activity and felt the excitement of the times.
Much of that same excitement can be found in the Club today. Members are dedicated to doing good deeds for
others and to creating new understandings for themselves. The Club bustles with activity.
We must then realize the awesome responsibility that we have. We owe it to ourselves and those who came
before us to sustain the Club through constant renewal: by celebrating the Club and its history, by using
the Club as we are able, by sharing the Club with guests, and by letting friends know the Club is accepting
membership applications. And, if our Club is not just what we would want it to be, we can make ourselves
known and “dig in” on our issues.
The Woman’s Club of Wisconsin has always been “By the People and for the People.” We do best when we all
do our part. I want to applaud Leah Potrykus, who has served so well in interim management; Club President
Debbie Patel, who is bringing new initiatives to the Club; and Carrie Matteson, who as Foundation Chair
has helped many nonprofits realize their dreams. I also want to personally thank two current members of the
membership committee, Dana Friedland and Shelly Culea, for assisting me in reaching out to members we
have not seen in a while and for working with new members to help them find their way in our multi-faceted
Club. There is much to be thankful for, including YOU and all of the Club’s other members.
After reading this newsletter, contact a friend whom you think would enjoy a Club activity. Invite her to
attend. Bring her to one of our monthly “Tea and Tour” events. This is not a chore - our Club has so much to
offer! Upcoming complimentary teas are at 1:30 PM on Wednesdays, August 28, September 25, and
October 23.

We are pleased to announce that the following women have joined the WCW since the last
newsletter publication:Vickie Delgadillo (reinstated), Wendy Pribbanow (active), and Nancy
Stemper (non-resident). Please welcome them!

We want your photo!

Have you invited a friend to a
Tea & Tour?

We are now collecting photographs of all of our members, which
we will use to help new staff learn members’ names. We may also
publish the photos in a future directory. And having members’
photos on file is a nice addition to our records generally. Do you
have a “head shot” you would like to share? If so, please email it
to editor@wc-wi.org. If you do not have a recent photo, we have a
great camera and know how to use it. Give us a call and set a date
to have your photo taken.

Community Outreach

Hunger Task Force Stockboxes

Comfort Quilts For Children

by Mary Schnell

by Lydia Cooley

Saturday, October 5
9 AM – Noon (at Hunger Task Force)

We will pick up the threads
of the ongoing project
of making small, simple
comfort quilts for children
served by the Milwaukee
Child Advocacy Center.

Hunger Task Force is Milwaukee's free and local
food bank. One of its programs, known locally as
Stockbox, provides a healthy and nutritious box of
supplementary food to low-income seniors – people
age 60+ whose monthly income is less than 130% of
the poverty line.
Each free box includes cereal, milk, canned veggies
and fruits, pasta or rice, protein, fruit juice, canned
meats, and two pounds of fresh Wisconsin cheese.
Every month, HTF delivers nearly 9,000 Stockboxes
to seniors in southeastern Wisconsin.
For more than five years, the Woman’s Club has sent
a team to the Hunger Task Force facility near the
airport to assist in packing Stockboxes. We will be
returning on Saturday, October 5, from 9 AM to
noon.

The sewing process is a simple one, and the hands of
members who do not sew are useful in quilt layout,
pinning, and ironing tasks. These small quilts not only
offer soft and cozy comfort to the children entering
the first stages of abuse investigations but also provide
warm opportunities for Club members to share time and
conversation.
Upcoming Fall Sessions: Sessions run from 10 AM - 2
PM, with a break taken for lunch at noon.
Friday, September 6 - Fabric selection and layout. No
sewing that day.
Friday, October 4 – Assembly and sewing session.
Friday, November 1 – Assembly and sewing session.
Friday, December 6 – Assembly and sewing session.
Please bring sewing supplies and a machine to the
October, November, and December dates, if available. In
September, rotary cutting tools would be welcome.

Remember Lucy and Ethel on the chocolate
assembly line? We work on an assembly line too,
where teamwork and camaraderie are the key to
accomplishing a worthwhile goal. There is a job for
everyone, regardless of your physical capabilities.
In less than three hours, we will assemble and pack
around 600 boxes. The hours we work are logged
toward the WCW mission to serve the community.
Mark HTF on your calendar for October 5. It’s an
opportunity to get to know fellow Club members.
And we welcome family and friends to help out.
Contact Mary Schnell at schnell3@aol.com for more
information. If you plan to participate, contact the
Club to sign up.

If attending the sessions proves an obstacle, we welcome
members to work on quilts at home. Materials and
instructions for these simple strip quilts can be provided
to those interested.
If you have questions, contact Lydia Cooley at cooley.
lydiay@gmail.com or Bonnie Roemer at b2roemer@
wi.rr.com.
If you will join the
group for lunch,
contact the Club office.

Community Outreach

Little Hats, Big Hearts
by Mary Schnell

It's not too soon to fire up those knitting needles
and crochet hooks to support the American Heart
Association's Little Hats, Big Hearts program. Last
year, Club members contributed 100 adorable red
hats. They are given to babies born in February,
which is American Heart Month. The tiny red hats,
on thousands of babies, symbolize a shared mission
of heart-healthy lives for everyone.
The caps need to be completed by
early December and meet these
requirements.
• Red cotton or acrylic yarn
• Medium to heavy weight
• Machine washable and
dryable
• Sized to newborns or preemies
• No buttons or added embellishments

Community Outreach Committee
by Lydia Cooley, Chair

“If you want to touch the past, touch a rock. If you want to
touch the present, touch a flower. If you want to touch the
future, touch a life.”
– Unknown
On June 27, a team of WCW Volunteers gathered to work
the sandwich-making line at the Salvation Army for the
Feed the Kids Program. That day, with the help of other
community volunteers, WCW members worked for an
hour and a half in a comfortable, air-conditioned setting
to assemble enough lunches to feed 1,300 Milwaukee kids
through a distribution program at four Milwaukee County
Parks locations. Members left knowing they had made a
difference in the lives of some children that day and asking
“When can we do this again?” Sometimes a picture speaks a
thousand words.
Consider joining committee conversation over lunch on
the first Thursday of the month, beginning at noon, or
participating in one of the committee projects offered to
WCW members throughout the Club year.

Contact Mary Schnell at schnell3@aol.com for
more information or patterns.

From left to right: Pam
Stark, Vicki Streich,
Lydia Cooley, Mary
Flynn, Ellie
Jacobson, Holly Ryan,
Vicky Hinshaw, and
Caroline Suycott-Crueger

Vision Screening
by Joy Towell

WCW is planning a return to the Early View
Academy of Excellence this year to perform vision
screening for all the students. We will be assisted by
the staff of Prevent Blindness Wisconsin. Prevent
Blindness will also conduct a Lunch and Learn at the Fall Clothing
by Vicki Streich
Club to teach us how to perform the screening.
We don't have an exact date yet, but we are targeting
the last week in September. We will need eight
screeners, so please consider volunteering for this
very worthwhile project. Last year our screening
resulted in 51 referrals for further vision follow-up.
If you are interested in volunteering, contact Joy
Towell at joytowell@gmail.com.

Drive

The fall clothing drive will
begin September 30 and
end November 1. As usual,
clothing and accessories
are for the fall season and for women going back to
work. Coats are always wanted in the fall season.
Clothing will go to St. Catherine Residence and to
Tosa Cares. Men’s clothing will be accepted and
go to the V. A. Please, no children’s clothes. Leave
your items in the coat room. Thank you for your
generosity.

Programs and Activities

Floral Arrangements for St. Ann’s The 414 Quartet plays Beethoven
Intergenerational Center
and Schubert in the Ballroom
by Debbie Patel
Offered by the WCW Garden
Club and Community Outreach
Friday, October 4
by Pam Thickens and Lydia Cooley

Tuesday, September 17
10 AM Flower Arranging
Noon Lunch break
1 - 1:30 PM Floral delivery
“Flowers always make people better, happier, and more
helpful; they are sunshine, food and medicine for the
soul.” – Luther Burbank
For the sixth consecutive year, WCW Garden Club
and WCW Outreach Committee continue the tradition
of spreading joy to St. Ann’s Intergenerational Center
program participants by making small floral arrangements.
Members and their guests snip and clip away at a bounty
of flowers to make the loveliest of small arrangements tied
with bows and a card from WCW. The ballroom is abuzz
with conversation, and we all ooh and aah at the end of
the day. On delivery we open our hearts and are met with
similar expressions of delight. Flowers speak their own
language.

Dinner and Concert
Dinner in Dining Room before
8 PM Concert in Ballroom

Enjoy a sumptuous autumn dinner at the Club, followed
by a beautiful concert in our Ballroom. A theater menu
will be selected by Chef Jan, the Ballroom is known
for its fine chamber music acoustics, the 414 Quartet is
comprised of masterful musicians, and the music is by
Beethoven and Schubert. What could be lovelier!
The 414 Quartet performers are past and present members
of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra: Alex Ayers and
Paul Hauer, violins; Lewis Rosove, viola; and Peter J.
Thomas, cello.
The program consists of major works for string quartet by
Ludwig van Beethoven and Franz Schubert. This event
is open to both members and the public. Tickets for the
concert are available at the door. Dinner reservations
should be made by contacting the Club.

Donations of small vases, cups, and small glassware will
be collected beginning in August.

Don’t miss this opportunity to enjoy the best Milwaukee
has to offer, with fine food and superb music, all in the
elegant surroundings of our historic Club.

Come join us. Bring a guest. Help deliver a smile and a
small thing of beauty. If you are bringing your favorite
clippers and scissors that day, please label them. Bring
flowers, foliage, or mum plants from the grocery store or
personal garden. Join in for all or part of the session.

We encourage you to dine with us, but note that the
concert is open to the public; feel free to attend only the
concert if that fits your schedule. Tickets are available at
the door and are $15 per adult, $10 for students, seniors,
and MSO members.

Kindly let the Club office staff know if you will be staying
for lunch.
Garden Club meets the third Tuesday of the month unless
otherwise notified. The October meeting is Tuesday,
October 15.

WCW Fall Theater Dates
Wednesday, September 25:
Milwaukee Chamber Theatre
Fires in the Mirror
10AM breakfast before Noon
program and 1 PM performance.

Saturday, September 28:
Milwaukee Repertory Theater
West Side Story
The Club is closed for a
private function that day.
Off-site dinner TBA.
Thursday, October 17:
Milwaukee Ballet
Coppélia
Dinner before 7:30 PM
performance.
Renaissance Theaterworks begins in November.
If you have not signed up for Culture and Cuisine or any
of the other theater programs but want to get your own
tickets and join the group for a meal at the Club, call the
office and get your name on the dining room list.

MFF Director Jonathan Jackson
presents: Milwaukee Film Festival!
by Gale Shelton

Friday, September 27
6 PM Buffet
7 PM Program
Named by MovieMaker
Magazine as one of the “25
coolest film festivals in the world,” the Milwaukee Film
Festival will present its 11th season October 17-31. The
festival is one of the liveliest cultural events of the year
and embraces the whole city. It has one of the highest
film festival attendance rates anywhere and this year will
show over 300 films in 8 theaters throughout the area.
CEO & Artistic Director Jonathan Jackson has been
at the helm since the beginning, leading this great
organization. We look forward to hearing his preview of
this year’s films, including highlights of the 2019 season.
The event features a small plate buffet with delectable
dishes created by Chef Jan, signature cocktails and other
beverages, and a variety of desserts.
All members of the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin and
their guests are welcome.
Pricing details to be announced.

Hot Topics in Corrections
by Holly Ryan

Tuesday, September 10
11:30 AM Social
Noon Lunch
Program to follow
Rest assured the popular Netflix series Orange is the New Black does not tell the whole story! Prisons affect us all.
Not only do they impact public safety and crime, they also impact our state budget.
Hear from Wisconsin’s top public officials: Kevin Carr, Secretary of the Department of Corrections, and Sarah
Cooper, the Wisconsin Women’s Correctional System Warden. Carr has extensive law enforcement experience
as US marshal for the Eastern District of Wisconsin and in the Milwaukee County Sheriff’s Department. Cooper
began her career in corrections over 25 years ago, has worked in various facilities, and is now the Warden of the
entire Wisconsin Women’s Correctional System.
All WCW members and guests are welcome.
$28 inclusive

Classics Book Group
by Kathy Grogan

Noon lunch and discussion
The food is always outstanding, the discussion is
always lively, and all Club members are invited.
Thursday, September 19
Lynne Shaner will lead a discussion
on the groundbreaking treatise of
Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication
of the Rights of Woman (1792).
Written in response to those
educational and political theorists
who did not believe women should
receive a rational education, she
attacked the prevailing view of docile, decorative
femininity and instead laid out the principles of
emancipation and equal education.
Thursday, October 31
Note: Date changed from October 17
Join Karin Buckholdt as she leads
us into Halloween with discussion
of three short stories from Dracula’s
Guest and Other Weird Stories by
Bram Stoker: Dracula’s Guest, The
Burial of the Rats, and The Judge’s
House.

NEW DINING ROOM HOURS
BEGIN IN SEPTEMBER
A la carte orders (including To-Go's) can be
placed during the following hours in the WCW
Dining Room:
Breakfast
7 – 10 AM Tuesday – Friday
Lunch
11:30 AM – 2 PM Tuesday – Saturday
Dinner
5:30 – 7:30 PM Thursday
5:30 – 8:30 PM Friday and Saturday

American History Study Group
by Debbie Patel

Friday, September 13
8 AM Breakfast buffet
8:30 AM Discussion begins
After four years of study, the
American History Study Group
is pausing to catch its breath
before deciding its next adventure.
We have traveled back in time to the American
Revolution, the 17th century, and the period between
the Civil War and World War I. We have learned that
history changes over time – it is told and retold as new
historical sources are found and eras revisited. The
history we learn today is not what we learned years
ago.
After spending two years relearning the history of the
tumultuous period 1865-1917, the group will pause.
And reflect. In September we will discuss the fact
that, no matter how we may feel about America’s past
and present, we ARE making progress! Our primary
book is Steven Pinker’s Enlightenment Now: The
Case for Reason, Science, Humanism, and Progress
(2018). Lynne Shaner will lead our discussion, which
as always will be a lively one.
Harvard psychology professor Pinker is one of the
world's leading authorities on language and the mind.
After reading Pinker’s book, Bill Gates wrote: "The
world is getting better, even if it doesn’t always
feel that way. I’m glad we have brilliant thinkers
like Steven Pinker to help us see the big picture.
Enlightenment Now is not only the best book Pinker’s
ever written. It’s my new favorite book of all time.”
At the September meeting we will also decide what
part of American history we want to tackle next.
Members and their spouses are invited to join the
group anytime. A list of other suggested reading for
September is available in the office or by contacting
Debbie Patel at deborah.j.patel@gmail.com.
You may also contact Debbie if you want a copy of
the syllabus from the Group’s inception until now.
It is pretty impressive and proves the point that the
members of the Woman’s Club are life-long learners.

Cream City Scandal
by Linda Honold

Friday, October 25
5:30 PM Social
6 PM Dinner and program
The year is 1910. The Milwaukee Chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revolution shares many
members with the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin. In
fact, the DAR's regular meetings take place in "the
Athenaeum."
Mrs. Spence is the DAR Chapter Regent. At the close of
a DAR board meeting, Mrs. Kaine brings up a difficult
issue: “However painful it might be,” Mrs. Townsend
must be asked to resign from the DAR. Mrs. Ferguson
brings a resolution to the floor, which passes. Mrs.
Townsend is notified of the decision. She responds
through her lawyer. Let the games begin.
Each of these women (and the wife of Mrs. Townsend's
lawyer) were members of the both the DAR and the
WCW. Before it was over, a woman whose portrait hangs
on the WCW’s presidents’ wall was sued for slander.
Another resigned from the DAR. From Los Angeles to
Ottawa to Buffalo to Baton Rouge, front page headlines
declared “Milwaukee AGOG,” “Society in Turmoil,” and
more. One Club member was forced out of town, and her
request for transfer to nonresident status appears in the
Club’s minutes books.
WCW President Debbie Patel is the Registrar of the
Milwaukee Chapter of the DAR. She is a proficient
amateur family historian and has helped many women
climb their family trees. As she weaves the tale of
Milwaukee’s Cream City scandal from scant board
minutes to screaming headlines, flaming correspondence
from lawyers and more, we will have a chance to ponder
the role of women, the press, sex, and society, then …
and now. Men were of course involved, and not just the
lawyers. Even Oscar Wilde played a part. So bring your
spouse for a cautionary society tale that will both inform
and entertain.
All Woman's Club members and their guests are welcome.
Pricing to be announced.

Musical Encounters
Series
by Debbie Patel

Florentine Opera
Wednesday, September 18
11 AM Presentation
Noon Soup & salad buffet lunch
$20 inclusive
All WCW members and guests
welcome!
The Florentine Opera Company is Wisconsin’s oldest
fully professional performing arts organization and
the sixth-oldest opera company in the United States.
This year the esteemed opera company added a new
face. After a national search, the Florentine “chose
local” and hired Milwaukee native Maggey Oplinger
as its new General Director and CEO. Oplinger spent a
decade as an opera singer, but also worked at Johnson
Controls. She has musical performance degrees and a
graduate business degree. As Urban Milwaukee noted,
“Oplinger combines business and artistic skills and
knows the city well.”
Attend and meet Oplinger and learn more about what’s
new at the Florentine, including its 2019-2020 season!

Prospective Members Tea
and Tour
Complimentary
Hosted by the Membership Committee
1:30 PM Wednesdays.
Upcoming dates: August 28,
September 25, and October 23
WCW members are encouraged
to invite any prospective members
to enjoy tea and more, followed by a tour led by our
knowledgeable and charismatic Membership Committee!
For more information, contact
Rita Larsen, Membership Chair, at rita@dietright.us.

Fashion Icon: Geoffrey Beene
by Alice Read

Thursday, November 7
11:30 AM Social
Noon Lunch
Program to Follow
Geoffrey Beene (1924-2004) was one of America’s most iconic fashion designers. In the last half
of the 20th century, he was the designer of choice of First Ladies and actresses alike. His simple yet elegant lines
perfectly matched the times of his 40-year career.
Our presenter is Timothy Long, Director and Senior Specialist for Luxury Accessories and Couture at Hindman,
previously known as Leslie Hindman Auctioneers, one of the leading fine art auction houses in the country. Long will
speak and bring a selection of garments from Hindman's upcoming November 20 auction of a single-owner collection
of Beene designs. The collection spans the designer’s career from 1963 to his death in 2004. All auction proceeds will
benefit the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Research Center.
Long is an experienced author and museum curator of fashion and has worked with the world’s leading collections of
historic clothing, textiles, and decorative arts, including the Museum of London, The Museum at the Fashion Institute
of Technology in New York, and the Chicago History Museum. His publications include Charles James: Designer in
Detail and a chapter on the same designer in London Couture: British Luxury 1923-1975, both published in 2015 by
V&A Publishing.
All Woman’s Club members and their guests are welcome.
$28 inclusive

Rory McEwen: Revolutionary Botanical Artist
by Alice Read

Thursday, October 24
11:30 AM Social
Noon Lunch
Program to follow
Scottish artist Rory McEwen was a game-changer: a polymath who infused a
modern sensibility into the centuries-old genre of botanical art, creating works of exquisite beauty. Ruth Stiff, Curator
of International Exhibitions at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (London), is curating a touring exhibition that will
open in the autumn of 2021. She will introduce us to the incomparable McEwen and take us through the labyrinthine
preparations needed to produce an exhibition of this complexity.
A member of the Board of Trustees of the Mona Bismarck American Center for Art & Culture in Paris from 2007 to
2017, Ruth also served as the Center’s Curator of Exhibitions for a number of years, mounting such diverse exhibitions
as: "The Wyeths: Three Generations of American Art"; "Made in Chicago: Photographs from the Bank of America
Merrill Lynch Collection"; and "Buttons: Artistic, Historical and Cultural Phenomena from the Loïc Allio Collection."
In her capacity at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Ruth is responsible for organizing and mounting traveling exhibitions
throughout North America and Europe, hosted by such venues as the Smithsonian Institution, the Field Museum
of Chicago, and the New York Public Library, among others. She is also the author/editor of numerous exhibition
catalogues and served as guest curator and lecturer throughout North America and Europe. She holds a master’s degree
in the arts from Dartmouth College.
All Woman’s Club members and their guests are welcome.
$28 inclusive

The Role of Natural History Museums What DNC 2020 Means to Milwaukee
as Science and Culture Educators in
– and to the Woman’s Club of
the 21st Century: Your Opportunity
Wisconsin
to Help Build a New Vision in Our
Community
by Candy Pindyck and Mary Read

Tuesday, October 1
11:30 AM Social
Noon Lunch
There is no fee for this luncheon,
but please register by
Tuesday, September 24.
As one of the oldest and most respected natural
history museums in this country, the Milwaukee
Public Museum has been collecting, researching, and
interpreting the natural and cultural world for more than
140 years. And like all natural history museums, MPM
has traditionally interpreted the past for its visitors. But
the challenges of today’s world call for natural history
museums to take a more active role in education and
in energizing visitors with an added future-looking
perspective.
How can MPM best serve our city and state? We invite
you to help build a new vision in our community.

The 2020 Democratic National Convention (Monday,
July 13 – Thursday, July 16, 2020)
• Will bring 54,000 visitors to Milwaukee who will
spend upwards of $230 million on hotel rooms,
tours, dining, and souvenirs – adding about $11
million in taxes into our state’s coffers.
• Will host 19,250 members of the press from 23
countries, every state, and 7 territories who will
make around 26 million media impressions of our
city – that’s the equivalent of $500 million in paid
ads.
• Will cost approximately $132 million, about 90% of
which will benefit area businesses – INCLUDING
THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF WISCONSIN!
As Milwaukee will be showcased, so too will our Club.
We are already getting requests for event space and
plans are underway for events that will fit our mission,
fill our coffers, and show us off!

Dr. Ellen Censky, MPM’s new President and CEO (and
the first woman to hold this position!), will tell us how
MPM is building a future vision of what it can deliver
for our community.
Participants will take part in helping MPM build that
vision through discussions of how the Museum can
engage people in doing science with Museum scientists
and collections, how it can be more inclusive in telling
the stories of the many peoples who have settled in our
state, and how it can build critical thinking skills to help
citizens make informed decisions about our world.
This event is hosted by Candy Pindyck and Mary Read.
Table Captains: Kathy Arenz, JoAnn Beightol, Lynn
Brengel, Diane Buck, Carol Carpenter, Margarete
Harvey, Judy Keyes, Janice Marcus, and Debbie Patel.

Member Carmen Witt enjoyed her birthday with
a lunch for friends, who celebrated her special day
by donating more than one hundred layette items
for the Christ Child Society.

History and Club Artifacts with Dr.
Jim Henderson
by Rita Larsen

Saturday, October 12
10 AM Program
Noon Lunch
The Woman’s Club of
Wisconsin is the oldest
women’s club in the country. We are fortunate that
Dr. Jim Henderson, husband of our member Marge
Henderson, has devoted countless hours cataloging
and archiving every nook and cranny, art, china, and
the objets d’art that grace our beautiful clubhouse.
Did you know that there’s a fascinating story about
the creation, near loss, and rediscovery of the
beautiful leaded glass windows in the Milwaukee
Room? Did you know that a painting was attributed
to the wrong artist at one point in time?
Come hear Jim tell us all about the history of our
Club, the provenance of the art and artifacts, and
the remarkable personages who played parts in the
development and history of our Club and community.
Whether you’re a brand new member or someone
who’s been in the Club for years, you’ll find Jim’s
stories fascinating, entertaining, and enjoyable in
every way.
All WCW members and guests welcome!
$28 inclusive

Are you
receiving our
emails?
Using Constant Contact, the Club sends several
emails a week to keep its members informed.
If you are not receiving them and think you should
be, search your email system for emails from
“Woman's Club of Wisconsin.” They may be in
your spam or promotions folder. Not there, or
don’t know how to move them?
Call us and we will try to help.

Women Vote, Women Run
Thursday, September 19
4 PM Reception
5 PM Lecture
$10 per person (plus cash bar).
As part of our continuing series
on the 19th Amendment, the
Club’s Business Networking
Circle is hosting a public reception followed by a
lecture featuring Kathleen Dolan, author of When
Does Gender Matter? Women Candidates and
Gender Stereotypes in American Elections.
Wisconsin’s highest-elected female official,
Treasurer Sarah Godlewski, will offer opening
remarks. Joy Cardin, former radio host of Wisconsin
Public Radio and current board member of
Wisconsin’s League of Women Voters, will also
participate.
The League was formed in 1920, to help 20 million
new voters carry out their new responsibilities?
How are women voting today? Are they running for
office? Attend, mix and mingle, and learn.
Club members reserve with the office. This event is
open to the public! We encourage you to share an
Eventbrite link with friends who may want to join
us. https://women-vote-women-run.eventbrite.com.
The dining room will also be open that evening
(non-members pay by cash or check).
This event is sponsored
by First Business
Trust & Investment.

Save the Date!

Newsletter Editors

Amy Schneider, Content Editor
Mary Ann Beaumont, Copy Editor/
Publications Coordinator

Designer

Lola Mendeloff

November / December
Newsletter Deadline
September 25

Make submissions by 5 PM by
email only to editor@wc-wi.org

WCW Archives
www4.uwm.edu/libraries/arch/
To access WCW holdings,
click on Finding Aids,
then type “wcw” in the search box

French Dinner
by Mary Wilkins Peterson

Friday, November 1
5:30 PM Social
6:30 PM Dinner
Members of the Travel Club head to France in October.
When they return, they will work with Chef Jan to recreate
their menu favorites from the vineyards and restaurants of Paris, Burgundy, and
Provence.
Foods will be paired with French wines. A fabulous evening awaits us all.
Details will follow. For now you need only make your reservation.
All Woman’s Club members and their guests are welcome.
Pricing to be announced.

Woman’s Club of Wisconsin
813 East Kilbourn Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53202
414.276.5170
wcw@wc-wi.org

Check us out!

www.wc-wi.org
Virtual Tour is now available to
showcase the Club

Join us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter

Volunteer Vitamins

"Cautious, careful people, always casting about to preserve their reputations can never effect a reform."
		
- Susan B. Anthony

Sunday

Tuesday

Monday

1

September 2019

Club is open unless noted
on calendar.

Wednesday

3

4

5

Friday

6

Saturday
7

Comfort Quilts
10 AM - 2 PM

Book Drive Sorting Day

Yoga
9:30 AM

2

Thursday

In Stitches
10 AM

Casual Mah Jongg
10 AM

Community Outreach
Committee
Noon

8

10

11

Yoga
9:30 AM

Marketing &
Membership Committees
11:30 AM

Operations Committee
10:30 AM

9

15

Lunch & Learn
“Hot Topics in
Corrections”
11:30 AM Social
Noon Lunch
Program to follow

17

Musical Encounters
"Florentine Opera"
11 AM

Casual Mah Jongg
10 AM

16

Needlework
10 AM
Floral Arrangements
10 AM Arranging
Noon Lunch
1 PM Delivery

22

23

25

WCW Board Meeting
11:30 AM

Dining Hours
A la Carte Breakfast
Tuesday - Friday
7 - 10 AM

A la Carte Lunch
Tuesday - Saturday
11:30 AM - 2 PM

30

A la Carte Dinner
Thursday

5:30 - 7:30 PM

13

Grant Applications Due
5 PM

American History Study
Group
8 AM Buffet
8:30 AM Discussion

Duplicate Bridge
10 AM

Classics Book Group
“A Vindication of the Rights of
Women”
Noon

26

Friday & Saturday
5:30 - 8:30 PM

To make a reservation, email leah@wc-wi.org or
call 414.276.5170.

Club closed for private
event

21

20

In Stitches
10 AM

14

Member Birthday Night

Club closed for private
event

Finance Committee
11:30 AM

27

MCT Breakfast & Matinee
“Fires in the Mirror”
10 AM Dutch treat breakfast
1 PM Matinee

Prospective Member
Tea & Tour
1:30 PM

29

19

Women Vote, Women Run
Business Networking
Circle Reception
4 PM Reception
5 PM Lecture

24
Yoga
9:30 AM

“I Am Every Woman”
WCWF Fundraiser
Fashion Show
11 AM Social
Noon Lunch
Show to follow
(no a la carte breakfast or lunch)

18

Yoga
9:30 AM

Daytime Book
Group
“Where the Crawdads Sing”
10 AM

12

28
Club closed for private
event

Evening Book Group
“Famous Father Girl: A
Memoir of Growing Up
Bernstein”
6 PM

(no a la carte dinner)
Evening Program:
Milwaukee Film Festival
6 PM Buffet
7 PM Program

Culture & Cuisine Rep
“West Side Story”
Dinner off-site

“I’m Every Woman”
Fashion Show Fundraiser

11 AM Social, Raffle, & Boutique
Noon Lunch
Program to follow
Fashions and pop-up shop by FAYE’s
In honor of the 100th anniversary of the passing of the 19th Amendment, the
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin Foundation presents a fashion show by FAYE’s.
Join us as we pay tribute to a movement that has shaped
our lives.

Sunday

Tuesday

Monday

1

Clothing Drive
Begins
Yoga
9:30 AM
Casual Mah Jongg
10 AM

The Future of the
Milwaukee Public
Museum
11:30 AM Social
Noon Lunch
Program to follow

6

Wednesday
2
College Endowment
Ian Khan
“Vision of our Future
Through Technical
Advances”
10 AM Lecture

Operations Committee
10:30 AM

To make a reservation, email leah@wc-wi.org or
call 414.276.5170.

Friday

Thursday

3

Saturday
5

4
In Stitches
10 AM

Comfort Quilts
10 AM

Hunger Task Force
9 AM

Community Outreach
Committee
Noon
414 Quartet
Dinner prior to 8 PM
performance

9

8
Yoga
9:30 AM

7

October 2019

Club is open unless noted
on calendar.

College Endowment
Karin Muller “China
Beyond the Great Wall”
(film)
10 AM Lecture

10

Daytime Book Group
“The Book Woman of
Troublesome Creek”
10:30 AM

11
Travel Group
Departs for France

12
History and Club
Artifacts with Dr. Jim
Henderson
10 AM Program
Noon Lunch

Marketing &
Membership Committees
11:30 AM

13

15

Yoga
9:30 AM

Casual Mah Jongg
10 AM

Needlework
10 AM

14

16
College Endowment
Dr. Sean McFate:
“Rules of War - War
Meets Opera”
10 AM Lecture

Garden Club
11:30 AM

20

22

Yoga
9:30 AM

WCW Board Meeting
11:30 AM

21

29

23
College Endowment
Dr. Jon Turk
“Deep Wild: Ceremony
and Mythology”
10 AM Lecture

30
Yoga
9:30 AM

28

18
In Stitches
10 AM

Grant Allocation
Committee
4 PM
Ballet & Dinner Series
“Coppelia”
5 PM Social

Prospective Member
Tea & Tour
1:30 PM

27

17

College Endowment
Brigadier General Clara
Adams Ender “My Rise
to the Stars”
10 AM Lecture

24

Antiques Study Group
“Botanical Prints of
Scotland”
11:30 AM
Business Networking
Circle
11:30 AM

Evening Book Group
“Where the Crawdads Sing”
6 PM

31
Classics Book Group
“Dracula’s Guest and
Other Weird Stories”
Noon

Investment Committee
10:30 AM
Finance Committee
11:30 AM

Club closed for private
evening event
(no a la carte dinner service)

25

Cream City Scandal
5:30 PM Social
6 PM Dinner
and program

Dining Hours
A la Carte Breakfast
Tuesday - Friday
7 - 10 AM

A la Carte Lunch
Tuesday - Saturday
11:30 AM - 2 PM

Reminder:
Clothing Drive Ends
November 1

19

A la Carte Dinner
Thursday

5:30 - 7:30 PM

Friday & Saturday
5:30 - 8:30 PM

26

