SEPTEMBER 2020

President’s Message
What a time to be alive … part two!

Think about it: Someday your descendants will say “can you believe Great-Great-Great-Grandma
lived through that COVID-19 business? What was it like?”
If you have not done this yet, I encourage you to sit down and leave a written message to the
future. In your narrative, include a few facts: dates, places, things that happened, and also your
feelings about them. Leave your message where it will be found after you are gone. I promise you
that the message will be treasured.
Here at the Club we are doing our best to both thrive today and leave a lasting legacy for future members. We are
open and encouraging members to enter our doors for the simple pleasure of and need for human contact. And fine
dining!
Five months into this public health crisis, our committees and interest groups are staying strong. Programming is
much less than before, for good reason. But we are being creative and working to keep members engaged, whether
they are within the Club’s walls or not.
We are also reaching out into the community in innovative ways. On August 18, Dr. Anastatia Sims zoomed in from
Georgia to tell the rip roaring tale of “Armageddon in Tennessee.” It was the last battle for Women’s Suffrage and a
battle it was. As a service to others, we recorded the presentation. It can be viewed online. A link to the presentation
is at the base of this letter. The recording features an introduction to our Club. (Just like any good program, it is
proceeded by an infomercial?) Share the link with far and wide as you will. Let them know you are a member of a
great Club doing great things in a great city on a great lake.
We are lifelong learners. In these pages you will read more about our efforts to look within and outside ourselves to
address issues of “Race, Equity, and Inclusion.”
But it’s not all serious; there is fun here as well. And we remain friends. We are FINALLY open for dinner on
Fridays! We can seat a party up to six, wearing masks while not eating. We hope to see you on a Friday night or
otherwise during the week.
You will notice that we are sending a monthly newsletter. This is not a permanent change. Rather, it is a recognition
that during this pandemic things are fluid. The monthly format serves us better.
Finally, like many organizations, the COVID-19 pandemic is taking a toll on our budget. We are holding our own for
now; but without events and other income, we are almost entirely dependent on member income. As always, thank
you for your continued support!
Debbie Patel
To view "Armageddon in Tennessee " use the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/Womans-Club-of-Wisconsin522703051140869/videos/1182080038820233
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From the Manager’s Desk

In the day of all that you cannot do right now, I prefer to look on the other way and say –
what can I do?
At the Woman’s Club, patterns have changed but much has stayed the same. I say this is what
you can do.
As a member you can –
• Attend a Just Breakfast in the dining room with proper social distancing
• New French-speaking breakfasts hosted by Deirdre Halat and Amy Schneider
• Zoom a Coffee Klatch (Brooke can send you a Zoom link the day of the event.)
• If you have small needles, big needles, thread, or yarn, you can be part of the
Needlework and In Stitches; if you do not needle, come for conversation
• Bridge – yes, we have anywhere from 4-12 people playing bridge and having lunch
• Book Groups – yes indeed! You can be at the Club or Zoom in
• Contribute to Meaningful Meals OR have a group or nonprofit that could benefit –
contact Lydia Cooley
• Have lunch at the Club
• Order takeout to go and dine on the boulevard outside the Club
• Participate in Tai Chi – special signup and limited number of participants
• Request an application for a grant for your favorite nonprofit … grant applications are
due Friday, September 18
• Be the hostess for a Friday night dinner – fill the room! The dining room is set for proper
social distancing and has a maximum of 25 people and up to 6 people at each table
• The ever-popular Lunch Bunch is back – check your calendar and make a reservation
• Browse the Club library and check out a book

Much is the same: the relationships, the connections, and the enjoyment of being at your Club.
See you at the Club soon!
Jennifer Beck, CCM, CCE
General Manager

Save the Date for these Fall Events!

Friday, October 30

Friday, November 20

Foundation News.......
by Linda Honold

There is still time to nominate your favorite local nonprofit for a 2021 Foundation grant! Applications are
available at the Club office. You may sponsor only one nonprofit organization or agency of your choice.
The grant applicant must fill out the application completely, and all required forms must be received no
later than Friday, September 13, at 5 PM. The Club member sponsor must sign the completed application.
Members may sponsor only one agency per fiscal year. The maximum grant is $5,000. Contact Brooke at
frontdesk@wc-wi.org for the application form, which is available in hard copy or electronically.
We are also seeking members for the Grant Allocation Committee. All Club members are welcome to join
this fun and rewarding group. Contact committee chair Linda Honold at lindahonold2@gmail.com if you
would like additional information. An orientation meeting will be held on Thursday, October 8, from
4-5 PM. The meeting will be held in person with a Zoom option.
Grant review sessions will take place in early January.
2020 Grant Recipients

Foundation Donations
The following donors contributed to the Woman's Club of Wisconsin Foundation.
On behalf of those whose lives will be strengthened through these gifts we offer heartfelt thanks.
Donations received July 2020 through August 2020.

In Memory of
In Honor of
Pat Santilli, WCW member
Lynne Shaner

Roxybelle Heyse, WCW member
Mary Connelly
Deborah Quirk
Ronald Santilli, husband of WCW
member Pat Santilli
Sue Covi
Lynne Shaner

Historic Building Committee
by Cynthia Stoll and Mary Flynn

We are proud of our historic building and all the remarkable treasures within, which are available for our use
in creating memorable settings for important events. What a wonderful selection! Many of them are also on
continuous display, creating ambiance and beauty for all to enjoy.
Continuing the process begun in early summer 2020, the Historic Building Committee has been cleaning
house and organizing this marvelous collection, the result of donations made to the Woman's Club over the
years. Following is a brief description of our efforts to date as we write this in late July.
Silverplate
A. Werner Silversmiths of Milwaukee is going to re-silver our most popular and beautiful silverplate items.
We will enjoy using and admiring these gorgeous silver pieces for years to come.
China and Crystal
China! Oh my, do we have china! Beautiful sets in various colors and motifs are available for you to use,
whether it's for an engagement party, birthday, wedding shower, baby shower, or “just because” you'd like to
set the table in a celebratory fashion for a special occasion. We hope to develop a “look book” featuring the
china and crystal to make it easier for members to know what's available and to choose accordingly.
Table Linen
Dozens of wonderful cocktail napkins and placemats with loads of personality and charm have been
freshened up and organized for our use going forward. There are numerous choices to complement the
specialty china as well as our “everyday” pattern.
Furniture
The Club has some urgent furniture restoration needs which will be attended to in early August. This effort
will keep beautiful pieces intact and in great condition.
Art
An appraiser has been retained to review our collection. Results of this work will be most helpful to the
Club docents as they entertain and educate members and guests about our building and collection.
Building Condition
Roof and tuckpointing needs are being assessed in an effort to address water damage that's apparent in the
Milwaukee Room and in the Library.
Donation Policy
We are working on a policy for future donations of silverplate, china and crystal, table linen, furniture,
decorative accessories, and art—stay tuned.
Thank you to our energetic committee: Mary Connelly, Shelly Culea, Mary Flynn, Dana Friedland, Kathy
Geiger, Linda Marshall, Lynne Shaner, and Cynthia Stoll.

A Note from Membership Committee
by Rita Larsen

“There is No Place Like Home”
Looking back over the past several months, I must admit that my vision is a little blurry. On
some days I even had to check to see what day of the week it was!? Thanks to the steadfast
efforts of the Board of Directors and the COVID-19 Task Force, I could be quickly brought
back down to earth again to participate in the most dedicated, thoughtful approaches to
Club and member safety and security I have ever witnessed being a part of. So, thanks to all,
especially Debbie Patel, Karin Buckholdt, Mary Connelly, the entire Board of Directors, and Jennifer Beck
and her staff.
These efforts do not go unrewarded. As a result, members and staff can now feel that every effort has been
made to ensure their safe return to the Club. And, even though there is still much to be resolved in the
general public, I do know that I feel “there is no place like home.”
As Club members you have a great deal to look forward to in these coming months. We have new
programming and activities that have been well planned and secured by Gale Shelton. Lydia Cooley has
continued to do a wonderful job reaching out to the community in remarkable ways. You will be able to
participate with these programs as never before. And in addition, the Membership Committee has already
planned several means to communicate with members about upcoming events that they do not want to
miss.
The primary goal of the committee, however, is to continue its pattern of friendly engagement with the
membership - to encourage them to proceed with communicating with us, asking a question, sharing
advice, and eventually becoming more and more comfortable coming to our historic and meaningful Club.
As your Director, I can tell you that I feel some notion of “renewed strength” coming out of these difficult
times. Having been away these months, all I can say is this: “You all mean more than ever before.” A great
rebirth, a renewal. Call it what you like. And I hope that you are in the appreciative phase that I am. Friends
and associates just mean more than ever before.
I hope you will join in the process as you are ready to do so!

Community Outreach ......
by Lydia Cooley

“I keep sailing on in this middle passage. I am sailing into the wind and the dark. But I am doing my best to keep my
boat steady and my sails full.” -Arthur Ashe
We continue to ride this uncertain pandemic wave with a "steady as she goes" outlook. Our Club and the Community
Outreach committee are not overwhelmed but are watchful for opportunities where WCW members might find means
to serve our community better. At the same time we fill our hearts with hope and purpose as well.
The Meaningful Meals program, which began in spring as a way to encourage members to put some of the unspent
dining room minimums to good purpose, has continued into the heat of summer providing meals to numerous
community groups. The ongoing success speaks well of what we can do as individuals in these times. Dates were
marked on the August calendar for:
August 13 - Nehemiah Project (providing transitional teen housing)– 8 chicken parmesan meals
(Joan Bruce, member coordinator)
August 14 -PeppNation Sports Leadership Camp Workforce Development (assisting with Milwaukee County Park
cleanup) – 15 sandwich meals (Cynthia Stoll, member coordinator)
August 26- Meta House (providing women’s substance abuse residential support) - 25 sliced turkey breast meals
(Nancy Stemper, member coordinator)
August 27 – Milwaukee Police Department District 1 - 40 chicken parmesan meals. (Barbara Busch, member
coordinator)
Member funding and ongoing support from our WCW kitchen make these meals possible. If you would like to join
the effort and make a pledge using your member account, contact Patti in accounting at accounting@wc-wi.org or call
414.276.5170. We know the recipients enjoying a delicious and nutritious meal will be thankful for
your generosity.
Member hands also came together to ease the sore ears of nursing staff at Froedtert Hospital by stitching buttons to
headbands to catch the PPE facemask earpiece loops. Once the button shortage was eased and the button boxes were
culled, we were able to distribute supplies for 725 headbands to WCW sewing volunteers.
Recent committee discussion gave rise to some new means of engagement:
•
•
•
•

Tutoring/mentoring for students at Notre Dame School by Zoom
Encouraging voter registration with Zoom training from the League of Women Voters
Writing personal notes of support to those living more isolated lives
Encouraging journaling by providing composition books to inmates at the Milwaukee Women’s Correctional
Center (MWCC).

More details will follow by Constant Contact email as the programs are developed.

Collections Corner
Collections continue as a steady focus for the committee with current requests being made for healthy grab and
go snacks for ER staff and those at Kathy’s House and yarn and card-making supplies to the inmates at MWCC.
Donations can be dropped off in the donation corner bins in the vestibule area to the right of the Club entry.
We hope to again offer some of the regular annual service projects - such as vision screening for Prevent Blindness,
assembling small floral arrangements for St. Ann’s, and packing food boxes at Hunger Task Force - when the time is
right for hands-on volunteer engagement. A holiday collection is anticipated.
We rise in these winds to steadily and deliberately fill our sails to move forward to serve. We are ever grateful for the
support of WCW members and WCW staff in these times. The Club is a steadying presence in so many lives.

Programs and Activities

SCULPTURE MILWAUKEE 2020!
by Gale Shelton

Tour Dates: Wednesday, September 9 - 10 AM
Wednesday, September 16 - 10 AM
Lunch to follow at the Club each tour day
For the fourth year in a row Sculpture Milwaukee returns to our fair city, bringing a world-class
collection of monumental statues for all to see. During a pandemic in which there have been innumerable
cancellations and uncertainties, how fortunate we are to have this magnificent exhibition of art available to
view in the relatively safe outdoors.
This year we have the good fortune to have private tours provided for our Club members led by speakers
who have been deeply involved in the jury selection process of the annual shows – they bring a wealth of
knowledge of this exhibition and public art in Wisconsin.
Wednesday, September 9: A tour led by Marilu Knode, Director of Curatorial Affairs and Education at
Sculpture Milwaukee, where she has served since its inception in 2017. Knode returned to Milwaukee
after seven years as Executive Director at Laumeier Sculpture Park, St. Louis, and has a broad background
in supporting artistic innovation and production. She was the American commissioner for Nancy Spero
at the Cairo Biennial in 1998 while working at the INOVA Institute of Visual Arts at UW-Milwaukee.
Through her travel, lectures, and curatorial work, Knode is an active member of the international museum
community; she has written for many national and international publications and was part of the Getty
Leadership Institute Executive Management Program in 2016.
Wednesday, September 16: A tour led by Diane Buck, a member of the Woman’s Club since 1997 and
co-author with Virginia Palmer of the seminal book on Milwaukee’s public art in 1995 for the Wisconsin
Historical Society titled Outdoor Sculpture in Milwaukee: A Cultural and Historical Guidebook.
Since its publication, Diane has been involved as a volunteer restoring historic monuments in Milwaukee:
she is currently co-chair of Public Art Shorewood, where eleven traffic signal boxes have just been
enhanced with artists’ designs.
We will meet at 10 AM in front of the Club for a walking tour of approximately one and half hours,
viewing the section of the sculptures that are displayed between the Club and the Milwaukee River. Wear
your walking shoes! We will return to the Club by 11:30 AM, and those who wish are welcome to stay for
lunch and further conversation about the statues led by Diane Buck.
There is room for only 9 people for each date, both with crackerjack speakers, so
make your reservation soon!
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation.

Innovative Project for Single Mothers, Their Children, and Retired Adults at
Mount Mary University
Tuesday, September 15
11:30 AM Social
Noon Lunch
Fellow Club member and President of Mount Mary University Christine Pharr will share the details
of her innovative project to solve the problem of the low rate of single mothers finishing college. A
multigenerational living and learning facility, called Trinity Woods, is being built with 24 units for single
mother students and their children, along with School Sisters of Notre Dame and older adults. Both
serendipitous and programmed interactions between the generations is in the planning. A health clinic, child
care, and early childhood education will be available for students, faculty, and the public at Trinity Woods
on the grounds of the Mount Mary University campus.
Since its founding, Woman’s Club members have had an interest in women’s education, early childhood
education, and the health of the city. Come and join us for lunch on September 15 to hear the details and the
progress of this innovative new project for the area.
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation.
Indicate whether you will be attending via Zoom or in person.

Travel Corner

by Lydia Cooley, Judy Keyes, and Pam Stark

Missing Travel? Come Join a Conversation About Adventures, Old and New
Tuesday, October 13
11:30 Social
Noon Lunch
The Woman's Club has taken many trips together, both overseas and in North America. Some places we
have visited are: Scotland, Belgium, the Netherlands, north and south of Italy, Basque Country in Spain
and France, and river cruises to the South of France. Stateside we have visited Charleston, Savannah,
Mississippi, Santa Fe, Montreal and Quebec, Washington DC, and more. A trip planned for Ireland was at
the point of being booked for September 2020 but is deferred due to travel restrictions.
While we aren’t ready to book travel plans yet, we want to keep in touch and share our enthusiasm for
past and future trips and to dream a bit about future adventures. On Tuesday, October 13, WCW members
who enjoy travel are invited to meet and reminisce about past trip experiences - both planned and those
unplanned adventures not a part of the scheduled itinerary that often bring the best travel stories. We hope to
share some Club family photos from past trips and to share our "bucket list" of trips not yet taken, with the
Club or individually. All members are welcome, whether you have traveled with us before or are thinking
about doing so in the future. In the current more static and confined time, this gathering is an opportunity to
both look back and look forward to experiencing what this world has to share.
We hope you will consider joining us for this in Club event. Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make
your reservation.

Le Club du Petit Déjeuner
Thursday, September 10
9 AM Breakfast
Hello our wonderful Club members! While we may not currently be able to travel to France or other French
speaking countries, we have the opportunity to experience wonderful French conversation, culture, and food
right here at the Woman’s Club!
Join Deirdre Halat and Amy Schneider at 9 AM for Le Club du Petit Déjeuner (The Breakfast Club), a
French-speaking breakfast! All levels are welcome, and members may attend in person or via Zoom. Based
on interest, there will be future Thursdays scheduled. We hope to see you there. Au revoir!
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation.
Indicate whether you will be attending via Zoom or in person.

WCW Upcoming Book Group Discussions
Classics Book Group (Noon)
September 17
The Count of Monte Cristo
by Alexandre Dumas
Leader: Carol Sells
October 15
Uncle Tom's Cabin
by Harriet Beecher Stowe
Leader: Joy Towell

Evening Book Group
(3 PM Social 4 PM - 5 PM Discussion)
September 24
The Woman in the White Kimono
by Ana Johns
Leader: Paula Troy
October 22
The Dutch House
by Ann Patchett
Leader: Mary Connelly
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Newsletter Editors

Amy Schneider, Content Editor
Mary Ann Beaumont, Copy Editor/
Publications Coordinator

Designer

Brooke Steinbach

Newsletter Deadline
October
September 15
Make submissions by 5 PM by
email only to editor@wc-wi.org

WCW Archives
www4.uwm.edu/libraries/arch/
To access WCW holdings,
click on Finding Aids,
then type “wcw” in the search box

		
"When I'm tired, I rest. I say, 'I can't be a superwoman today.'"
- Jada Pinkett Smith

Volunteer Vitamins
Join us on Facebook
www.wc-wi.org
Virtual Tour is now available to
showcase the Club

Check us out!

813 East Kilbourn Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53202
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