MAY/JUNE 2021

President’s Message
by Kathy Pederson

Every year when we finally have winter in the rear view mirror, I always tell myself “Yes!
We did it! We are hearty survivors!” This year more than ever that sentiment rings true,
not only about the weather but hopefully also about the pandemic. It’s tenuous, I realize,
because of possible new strains straining us again; but our collective mood has become
more upbeat with socializing and travel gradually returning to our lives. Our dear Club is
a survivor as well, thanks to Jennifer’s prudent financial management, to the enthusiasm
of our wonderful staff, and to the loyal participation of you, our members. It’s such fun
to hear the laughter and feel the buzz as friends are returning to the Club. New ideas are
bubbling up. This is not your grandmother’s Club. Take advantage of our many new summertime offerings;
and if you have a thought to share or a desire for more involvement, please get in touch. I would enjoy a
conversation and the opportunity to know you better.

May and
June Happenings
Deutsch Conversation
Friday, May 14
and Friday, June 11

Garden Club
Lunch and Film
Tuesday, May 11

Mexican Fiesta Night
with Live Music
Friday, May 21
REI

Poet Margaret Rozga
Wednesday, May 26

Frederick Layton:
Milwaukee’s Greatest Art
Patron Whom
No One Knows
Thursday, May 27

Inside the Performing Arts
Milwaukee Opera Company
Tuesday, June 8

Women of the Club:

Inaugural Athenaeum
Award Presentation

Thursday, June 17

Live Music in the Ballroom
Cellist Peter J. Thomas
Friday, June 18
A Place for Everything:
The Curious History of
Alphabetical Order

High Tea Memories
"Proms"
Wednesday, May 26

Genealogy Roundtable

Tuesday, June 22

Wednesday, June 2

813 EAST KILBOURN AVENUE | MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53202 | P: 414.276.5170 | WC-WI.ORG

From the Manager’s Desk
Dear Woman’s Club Members,

COVID-19 UPDATE:
Some states, counties, and cities have been making variations to plans in place for COVID-19. It
is important to let the members of the WCW know that we will not be making any changes to our
approach and be clear that the safety practices that were instituted based on the City of Milwaukee
guidelines and the CDC will remain in place.
We continue to care for each other, and statistics show that even though you are vaccinated one
can still run the risk of exposure to and carrying of the corona virus. The health and safety of the
members and employees are always our priority. Based on guidelines set, the Club will continue to operate as such:
•
•
•
•
•

Requires and provides face masks to be worn by members and employees
Limits the number of members to promote social distancing
Conducts daily health screenings
Cleans and sanitizes throughout the Club multiple times a day
Once seated at the table, masks can be removed - masks must be worn as you enter and exit the building

The Club will continue to follow direction from the City of Milwaukee and CDC and will not be making any changes
until their guidance indicates it is safe to do so.
Come out and enjoy some springtime fun at your Club!
Jennifer Beck, CCM, CCE
General Manager

Mother's Day Pickup Menu
Dinner for Two:
One Quart of Crab Bisque
served with julienne vegetables
Strawberry Romaine Salad
romaine lettuce, strawberries, bourbon roasted pecans,
shredded mozzarella, topped with red wine vinaigrette
Filet of Beef
prepared rare with red wine blue cheese butter, served with a skewer of rosemary and garlic
shrimp, grilled asparagus, and fingerling potatoes
Chocolate Covered Strawberries and a Cookie
$70 Plus service charge and tax
Call the Club office to place an order
414.276.5170. Orders must be placed by
3 PM on Thursday, May 6,
and picked up between
Noon - 2 PM on Saturday, May 8

Foundation Donations

The following donors contributed to the Woman's Club of Wisconsin Foundation.
On behalf of those whose lives will be strengthened through these gifts we offer heartfelt thanks.
Donations received February through April 20.
General Donations

In Memory of

Debbie Patel
Nora Werra

Beth Chapman
Sara RS Miller

Thank you for your
generous contributions.

Elise "Pud" and Paul W. Meyer
Deborah and James Quirk
Elizabeth "Bookie" Slugg
Deborah Quirk
Kenneth Treis
Deborah and James Quirk
Lynn Turner,
daughter of deceased member Becky Adlam

Mary Ann Beaumont

Martha Mitchell Society Members as of March 31,2021
Diamond
Harry Richard Quadracci
Amber
Nora Werra
Peridot
Jean Levenhagen
Sapphire
Joan Bruce
Barbara Drake
Linda Finnigan
Peggy Karpowicz

Pearl
JoAnn Beightol
Joan Brengel
Susan Brennan
Shelly Culea
Jan Fritz
Barbara Fuldner
Claire P. Greene
Marjorie Henderson
Judy Keyes
Lloyd Lewis
Janice Marcus
Linda Mellowes
Kate Muth
Mary Wilkins Peterson
Pam Stark
Cynthia Stoll
Susan Strecker
Vicki Streich
Faye Wetzel

Amethyst
Kathleen Arenz
Helen Bechthold
Janice Biel
Carol Carpenter
Nancy Carpenter
Sally Castle
Sandy Christensen
Patty Compton
Mary Connelly
Susan Donovan
Patricia Fetterley
Grace McBain Haydon
Bett Jacquart
Donna Jordahl
Linda Klimowicz
Billie Kubly
Sherry Larson
Sally Manegold
Margaret Murphy

Alice Nelson
Deborah Patel
Holly Ryan
Sandra Shaw
Lois Smith
Joy Towell

A Note from Membership Committee
by Rita Larsen

Often, I will listen to music at my desk. Sometimes to new artists, such as Reinaeiry, who
wrote a great song, “It’s about me, it’s about you, it’s about us.” It is a unifying song about
people of all ages and backgrounds working together for a common theme and coming away
successfully.
It does make me think about all of the challenges the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin and its
members have been through this year and yet survived. At times, we may think we are
never going to make it, that the path is just too far away.
This past year has caused members throughout the Club to look at things a little differently. As challenges
became more complex, one of the activities that my committee and I like to do at meetings is to select
a portion of the Club book, A Club of Their Own by Liza Tuttle, written in 2000, to see how early Club
members made decisions and handled difficulties. From there we might draw direction. The members did
remarkable things at that time and even today would be considered forward-moving and visionary. They
had such a good heritage!
There is one other message that I would like to leave with you this spring. My committee and I spend a
great amount of time talking with and encouraging members through difficult times. Not as counselors, but
as friends who might have been caught in isolation, boredom, and feeling like things will never change.
We feel that this type of sisterhood contact was just what the doctor may have ordered. It was lots of fun!
WCW members, regardless of their ages, will experience life altering changes that may make attending
Club activities difficult, if not impossible - be it a change in status, a move out of town, or more complicated
issues, such as an illness. It will be sufficient to say that many members will have these situations come
up. Yet the Club will always support members who must attend to these issues, in the hopes that they will
return in the future. As they say, “you come with a smile and go with a smile.”
Last, but not least, let’s continue to applaud our new male members! They have been able to provide length
and depth to the membership. Let’s continue to support them and their inclusion.
Welcome New Members:
Amy Domagalski – Reinstated Member
Ellema Albert Neal – Reinstated Member
Anne Wal – New Active Member
Hope to see you again at the Club this summer!
Best wishes,
Rita Larsen, Membership Director, and the Membership Committee:
Shelly Culea, Bev Dyble, Chris Gould, Linda Marshall, Carrie Matteson, Debbie Patel,
Kathy Pederson, Lynn Potts, Dana Solomon, and Marian Yoder

Foundation News
by Carrie Matteson

Wow! It is so hard to believe that my four years of being the Foundation Director have come to a close. This wonderful
opportunity has helped me grow and develop as a person as well as work with a wonderful Board of Directors and
Club membership. THANK YOU!
This past year has not been without its challenges and yet amazing opportunities. With a $10,000 matching grant from
a Club member and the response from our membership, an additional $60,000 was raised for our grant allocation
program. In this time of pandemic, these monies were greatly appreciated by the local nonprofit community.
Our last major event was the 2020 grant allocation luncheon just as the world shut down. This year we were not able
to host the “Club’s Finest Hour” in person. To make up for that loss, we have hired a videographer to help us create a
video which will feature all of the grant awardees who submit a one-minute video. Look for a Constant Contact email
with viewing info in early May.
Again, it was my pleasure to serve as your Foundation Director. I look forward to continuing to support the
Foundation and help with a seamless transition. A final thank you to the Foundation Committee as well as the Grant
Allocation Committee. It has been an honor to work with all of you!

A Note from Historic Building Committee
by Mary Connelly and Cynthia Stoll

Plein Air Conversations!
There are many reasons to look forward to spring and summer in Milwaukee. This year we have an additional surprise:
The Club is offering outdoor seating where athleisure wear is appropriate attire for casual refreshments, lunch, and
one-on-one meetings. Of course, chic and elegant attire is also welcome in this new dining space.
Kathy Pederson planted the seed for this new WCW experience last December. We have many members who live
in walking distance of the Club, so they already know of our location’s advantages. Ask one of them to explore their
interesting neighborhood with you to share its many unusual homes, buildings, and churches. Imagine taking an
outdoor yoga class in the park or a walk on the beach and then heading to the Club for cooling refreshments. Wear
comfortable clothing, take a walk, ride your bike to see the latest sculptures presented by Sculpture Milwaukee, meet
up with a friend or business associate for a fresh air meeting, take a Hop ride around its route, or just enjoy a beautiful
Milwaukee day by viewing our Magdalena Abakanowicz’s Birds of Knowledge of Good and Evil with a friend for
camaraderie, great conversation, and good cheer!
With much appreciation to landscape architect Margarete Harvey, we have a lovely plan for three small tables with two
chairs each on the Kilbourn side of our building. The tables will be close to the building during this year’s experiment
so that pedestrian use of the sidewalk is unobstructed. Tammy Bockhorst, Alderman Bauman’s legislative aide, gave us
the nod of approval as long as we abide by City of Milwaukee ordinances and COVID-19 restrictions. This is a privilege
for our members and guests only; we are not authorized to serve the general public.
Quite possibly neighbor walkers will be intrigued by our outdoor ambiance and ask to see the inside of our historic
home . . .

Community Outreach ......
by Lydia Cooley

"Spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm.” John
Muir
Sitting at my window, I witness the rites of spring as
the tom turkeys unfurl their feathers to impress the
hens. Community Outreach follows nature to unfurl its
wings with some new plans to entice WCW members
to the community service table as well.
By the time this article appears in print, WCW
members will have already enjoyed a little sunshine
and fresh air on Earth Day, April 22, planting pansy
planters to deliver spring cheer and support to
area charities. After being shut inside, joy comes in
spending time together with WCW friends on this
project co-sponsored by the Community Outreach
Committee and the WCW Garden Club.
Though stalled by pandemic concerns, community
outreach is pleased to return the popular Layette Drive
for the Christ Child Society and the WCW summer
Book Drive to the community outreach calendar.
Back-to-school drives and proposals are also being
explored - a book club for 8th grade students at Notre
Dame School and an online book drive for new books
for the preschoolers at the Next Door Foundation.
Thanks to the generous donations of members, the
WCW delivered two scheduled Meaningful Meals
to the Guest House (35 meals on April 7) and to the
Hospitality Center (25 lunches on April 15). The
program will continue as funding allows.
Member contributions of time, energy, and resources
make so much possible.

Collections Corner
Below are collections happening now:
• Card-making supplies: Easter card supplies were
delivered to the clients at Meta House and supply
packets will be delivered for Mother’s Day to the
Milwaukee Women’s Correctional Center. The packets
provide creative opportunities and encourage the
women to connect with family and friends. Donations
are appreciated. Contact Lydia Cooley at cooley.
lydiay@gmail.com for questions. Drop off items in the
bins located in the Club coatcheck.
• Headbands and buttons are back in stock for those
who enjoy doing a little hand sewing! Nursing staff
so appreciate member efforts! Pick up buttons and
headbands in the bins located in the Club coatcheck.

April Showers Bring the WCW Baby
Shower
by Betsy Haushalter

DONATE NOW to the WCW Baby Shower which
will benefit needy infants throughout the greater
Milwaukee area. Layette items will be collected from
April 1 through June 15.
Look for the Pack ‘N Play near the WCW office where
you can drop off your donations.
Or easier yet, purchase your layette items directly
through Amazon and have your donation sent directly
to the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin. Simply use this
link: http://bit.ly/layettedrive
In late June, layette items will be sorted and counted by
WCW volunteers and then brought to the Christ Child
Society of Milwaukee. There they will be assembled and
given to needy infants at 18 hospitals and social service
agencies in the greater Milwaukee area. Last year,
1,862 layettes were distributed. This year, because of
the pandemic, the need is greater than ever!
WCW Baby Shower Wish List

Pansy Planting 2021

• crib blankets, afghans,
or quilts
• receiving blankets
• sweater sets
• onesies
• sleep and play outfits
• blanket sleepers

• knitted hats
• board books
- English or Spanish
• diapers
(newborn or size 1)
• socks
• bottles

WCW Summer Book Drive
Runs JUNE 1- JULY 31
Even in today’s high-tech world, traditional hard copy
books still have the ability to offer inspiration, insight,
and education. Perhaps during your time indoors
during the pandemic you have tackled books you have
been meaning to get to for a while. Have a few (or a
bunch) of great books or magazines sitting on a shelf?
Consider going through your bookcases to see which
ones you think others will love reading as much as you
did. When you donate your books to the WCW book
drive, you allow the opportunity to let those texts have
new life. Whether they end up in the hands of a young
teen looking for an exciting new story to read or they
become part of a collection on someone else’s shelf,
donating your books expands the books' purpose and
influence in a fascinating way.
Please bring your new or gently used books to the
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin’s annual used Book Drive
this summer. All kinds of books are needed, and as
a reminder we are also collecting magazines and
paperback books for the Milwaukee County Jail.
Donated books will be sorted by members of the
WCW Community Outreach Committee and brought
to four great organizations in early August: Next Door
Foundation’s “Books for Kids” program, St. Catherine
Residence, Milwaukee County Jail, and Literacy
Services of Wisconsin.
Last year our Book Drive was put on hold due
to COVID-19, however our amazing members
donated over 1,200 books the preceding year to these
organizations. So if you have shelves filled with books
that you have already read and are not likely to use in
the future, there's no reason to let them sit there and
gather dust. Please consider donating to the WCW
Book Drive!

Special Club Dining

Mexican Fiesta Night
with Live Music

Friday, May 21
4:30 PM Drink specials begin
Enjoy classic horchata and margaritas on the rocks!
5 PM Entertainment
6:15 PM Five-course plated authentic Mexican dinner
menu
MARIACHI MONARCAS DE MILWAUKEE will
enrich you with beautiful Mexican traditional music.
This special band composed of students aged 17-19, is
classically trained, and many members have already had
experience with opening shows and sharing the stage
with some of the greatest renowned mariachi bands in
the world.
A $15 fee per person will be billed to your membership account
and will go directly to this evening's entertainers. We are proud
to support local artists; part of our mission is to cultivate
educational, cultural, philanthropic, and social exchange to
inspire engagement in the community.

FIVE-COURSE PLATED
Authentic Mexican dinner menu
Ceviche Verde
served with homemade tortilla chips, tomatillos, cilantro,
lime juice, serrano peppers, squid, and shrimp
Chickpea and Chorizo Tostada
with cilantro and yogurt sauce
Chipotle Roasted Chicken Enchilada
with oaxaca cheese, rojas (red) sauce
Birria de res (beef birria) with Verduras Escabeche
short ribs cooked in chilis, tomatoes, cilantro, onions
served with roasted marinated vegetables, sour crème
fraiche
Coconut Flan
with coffee caramel
$50 Plus tax and service charge
Additional Mexican specials available the
whole month of May.
Maximum of 24 people
Email shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation.

Programs and Activities

Deutsch Conversation Group

American History Study Group

by Kathy Pederson

by Sharon Gray

Friday, May 14
and Friday, June 11
Noon - 1:15 PM
(Zoom or in-person option)

Unlikely Allies: Individual Colonies Join to Oust
Great Britain

Our German conversation group is off to a good start.
We are a friendly and jovial melange of native speakers
and wannabes. We meet for lunch in- person at the
Club, with Zoom as an option. Please join us for some
gemuetlichkeit.
Questions? Contact Kathy Pederson at
kathy.pederson@portsideia.com or Margarete Harvey
at margareteharvey@wi.rr.com.
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your
reservation for Zoom or in-person.

Genealogy Roundtable
by Debbie Patel

Wednesday, June 2
10:30 AM– 11:30 AM
(Zoom or in-person option)
Followed by an optional a la carte lunch

The next meeting of the Genealogy Roundtable
will focus on our discoveries.
Every family historian meets favorite ancestors
on the road to finding his/her roots. We will share
our personal stories. Did we make a new discovery
or did we add depth to a character we already
knew? Family historians not only research but also
document their findings. We ask members to
create a basic genealogical fact sheet for their
chosen family member. We encourage members
to write (or start writing) a narrative about that
person. As family historians, we do our work not
for ourselves alone but also for those who follow.
What we write today may be a treasured family
heirloom tomorrow.
Any Club member interested in digging around in
his/her roots is welcome!
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your
reservation. Indicate whether you will be attending via
Zoom or in person.

Friday, May 7
In-person option: 8:30 AM Breakfast, 9 AM Discussion
Zoom option: 10:30 AM
Welcome, American History readers! We offer two
discussion sessions on May 7, one in-person and the other
by Zoom. Please note that the meetings have different
start times.
Our host for Unlikely Allies is Judy Keyes. Yes, we have
studied the American Revolution in this group. But
we have NOT studied it with the focus on the diverse
regional cultures that came together to get it done.
What we call the American Revolution played out
very differently in the various “nations” of the Atlantic
Seaboard. Recognizing what each region was fighting
for - the preservation of the control of its own respective
culture, character, and power structure - is integral to
understanding what the revolution was all about. We
didn’t fight a revolution with a goal of bonding into
a united whole; we fought separate wars for colonial
liberation. Understanding this dynamic is essential to
understanding the strange confederation to which the
“American Revolution” gave birth.
Our primary book is:
American Revolutions: A Continental History: 1750-1804
by Alan Taylor (2016)
The full reading list, which includes secondary resources,
shorter reads, and a fiction recommendation, is available
through the Club.
We welcome all members regardless of the extent of your
preparation! Please feel free to try us out – it’s a dynamic
and always entertaining exchange of ideas.
We hope to see you!
Email shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation.
Indicate your meal selection with your reservation and
whether you will be attending by Zoom or in-person:
Blueberry Buttermilk Pancakes
Club Classic Breakfast
Slice of Avocado Toast

Programs and Activities
Garden Lunch and Film
by Shelly Culea

Tuesday, May 11
Noon Lunch
Film to follow
Enjoy a delicious lunch followed by the astounding film,
“The Botany of Desire.” The PBS film explores the natural
history of four plants: the apple, tulip, marijuana, and
potato. The documentary roams the world, to potato
fields in Idaho and Peru, apple orchards of New England,
a medical marijuana hothouse, and tulip markets in
Amsterdam. Learn about the beautiful, unique, and
profound connection that exists between plants and
human beings. This magical film will leave you in wonder
and awe.
Cup of Soup
Signature Salad
Grilled chicken, arugula-watercress, chèvre goat cheese,
fresh raspberries, anjou pears, blueberries, toasted
almonds, chipotle raspberry vinaigrette
Chocolate Kahlua Trifle
Includes coffee or tea
$28 Inclusive
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your
reservation. Indicate if you will be having lunch.

High Tea Memories "Proms"
Wednesday, May 26
2 PM - 4 PM

High Tea Memories "Weddings and
Graduations"
Wednesday, June 30
2 PM - 4 PM

May is the month of proms.
Let’s have some fun reminiscing! What did
your prom dress look like? Long or short?
Gorgeous or gaudy? Bring a photo from the
past and we will have a guessing game!
Enjoy tea and accompaniments.

Member Spotlight
Frederick Layton: Milwaukee’s Greatest
Art Patron Whom No One Knows

by Gale Shelton

Thursday, May 27
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program (Zoom or in-person option)
This presentation is the story behind the founding of
Milwaukee’s first fine art museum, the Layton Art Gallery,
in 1888. The art collection was formed by EnglishAmerican Frederick Layton (1827-1919), a prominent
businessman, philanthropist, and art collector who
gifted the Layton Art Gallery to the citizens of the City
of Milwaukee. Hear the fascinating story of this man and
this beautiful institution and collection and their impact
on the community and the Milwaukee Art Museum.
Our presenter will be WCW member Mary Read.
Mary grew up on a ranch in Wyoming and received her
bachelor of arts degrees in art history and government
from Smith College and a law degree from Marquette
University Law School. After a career in law, Mary
returned to her interest in art history and became a
docent at the Milwaukee Art Museum. Mary is an
active member of the Docent Learning Community, a
docent-led education group within the museum that
meets weekly to further develop their knowledge and
understanding of the works of art in the museum’s
collection to enhance their tours. As a trustee of the
Layton Art Collection, Inc., Mary’s focus has been on the
works in the Layton Art Collection.
Chioce of:
Miso Ginger Salmon or Chicken
on salad with mixed greens, napa cabbage, edamame,
shredded carrots, toasted sesame seeds, scallions, and
miso ginger vinaigrette
Includes coffee, tea, and dessert
$28 Inclusive
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation
for Zoom or in-person. Indicate your lunch selection.

Programs and Activities
REI: Poet Margaret Rozga

by Raejean Kanter
Wednesday, May 26
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program (Zoom or in-person)
Wisconsin native and recent Wisconsin Poet Laureate
Margaret Rozga joins us for a discussion of her poetry
and her lifelong dedication to social justice. Rozga’s
poems draw on her experiences and interests as an
educator, avid reader and researcher, parent, and
advocate for social and racial justice.
Rozga was a participant in Milwaukee’s marches for
fair housing and later married civil rights leader Father
James Groppi. She is an emeritus professor of English
at the University of Wisconsin–Waukesha. She writes
nonfiction and poetry, leads poetry and journaling
workshops, and serves as a civil rights consultant
to community organizations. Her work reflects her
experiences and her values.
While Rozga was Wisconsin’s Poet Laureate (2019-2020),
she traveled the state. She encouraged writers to consider
whether a door that had been closed in the 1960s was
now open in any way. This idea grew into a book edited
by Rozga, titled Through this Door: Wisconsin in Poems.
The book is an epic anthology that includes all the Poets
Laureate of Wisconsin and poets across the state.
Join us as we explore the intersection where the worlds
of social justice and poetry meet, with wondrous results.
Choice of:
Quinoa and Apple Salad
with tuscan kale, tri-colored quinoa, roasted apples,
sweet potatoes, grilled onions, feta cheese, dried
cranberries, and dijon mustard dressing
Or
Coconut Shrimp Salad
romaine lettuce, purple cabbage, mandarin oranges,
grilled scallions, yellow peppers, carrots, and toasted
cashews with toasted sesame-ginger dressing
Cookie
Includes coffee or tea
$28 Inclusive
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation
for Zoom or in-person. Indicate your lunch selection.

Inside the Performing Arts
Milwaukee Opera Company

by Debbie Patel

Tuesday, June 8
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program (Zoom or in-person)
No pandemic is going to keep the Milwaukee Opera
Theatre down. The creative and intrepid Jill Anna
Ponasik, MOT’s Producing Artistic Director, will take
us inside her performing arts world. She will regale
us with stories of virtual performances past and live
performances future. And she will be doing it live! Zoom
option also available.
Choice of:
Tuna Melt
Toasted tuna, cheese, and fresh tomato on English
muffin served with fruit cup
Or
Chicken Salad
with mini-whole wheat croissants and a fresh fruit cup
Cookie
Includes coffee or tea
$24 Inclusive
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation
for Zoom or in-person. Indicate your lunch selection.

Member Spotlight

Women of the Club:
If these Walls could Talk

Inaugural Athenaeum Award
Presentation
Thursday, June 17
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program
(Zoom or in-person option)
The Woman’s Club of Wisconsin has always been a
gathering place for strong women with a variety of
interests, beliefs, and activities. As the Milwaukee Sentinel
said when we opened our clubhouse in 1887, the Woman’s
Club was an “organized effort to unite the graces of social
life with serious achievements.” What was true then is
true now.
This special Club-wide program will begin in our past,
with tales of Club members involved in abolition,
suffrage, prison reform, and more. Those tales will be tied
to the present, featuring the work of today’s Club and the
women who gather at the WCW. We will see how stories
from our past illuminate the through line from then …
until now.
At the close of the program, the winner of the Athenaeum
award will be revealed.
Do not miss this special event. It will inform and engage
and be a chance for us to gather and honor one of our
own!
Filet of Beef
served with assorted greens with grilled asparagus, grilled
red pepper, and sugar snap peas, tossed in a balsamic port
vinaigrette with a wedge of Wisconsin bleu cheese
Assorted Fresh Berries
served with orange cinnamon cream and fresh mint
Includes coffee or tea
$50 Inclusive (Includes ticket price of $15 - the ticket is a
tax deductible donation to the WCW Foundation.)

Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your

A Place for Everything: The Curious
History of Alphabetical Order
by Debbie Patel
Tuesday, June 22
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM lunch
12:30 PM Program (Zoom or in-person option)
Join us for a special luncheon featuring New York Times
bestselling historian Judith Flanders. While we enjoy a
lovely lunch, Flanders will Zoom in from London to talk
about her compelling new book A Place for Everything:
The Curious History of Alphabetical Order. Daniel Goldin
from Boswell Books joins us for this special event.
Humans long for patterns and efficiency. We strive to
stockpile our knowledge in a place where we can find it.
How we sort things matters. Samuel Pepys and George
Washington favored alphabetical order, but elite colleges
continued to list their student body by social status until
late in the 19th century.
What is the curious history of alphabetical order? Join
us and find out. Flanders' work is the first of its kind.
The Wall Street Journal calls it “[f]ascinating and truly
revelatory." The New York Times calls it “original and
impressive.” We asked her to visit our historic Club and
she said “Yes!” While we wait for her arrival, a book about
our history is heading to her in London. We can buy her
book from Boswell, Milwaukee’s favorite independent
bookstore.
To register for Zoom use this link: https://bit.ly/2PtcPXw
(Zoom registration for this event is not through the WCW.
Although, if you have trouble accessing the registration,
contact the Club office and we will assist you.)

To purchase the book: https://bit.ly/3aCXt9Z
We anticipate this event will appeal to a broad
audience. So invite spouses – and reserve early!
Choice of:
Summer Salad
Arugula-watercress, chèvre goat cheese, fresh raspberries, anjou
pears, blueberries, toasted almonds, diced chicken breast , and
chipotle raspberry vinaigrette
Or
Polenta Cake
Sauteed polenta with roasted root vegetables, wild mushrooms,
and rosemary gastrique (vegan/GF)
Fresh Fruit Tart
Includes coffee or tea
$28 Inclusive
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your in-person
reservation. Indicate your lunch selection.

Live in the Ballroom: Cellist Peter J. Thomas
by Debbie Patel

Friday, June 18
5 PM Performance

A $15 fee per person will be billed to your membership account and will go directly to this evening's entertainer. We are proud to support local
artists; part of our mission is to cultivate educational, cultural, philanthropic, and social exchange to inspire engagement in the community.

6:15 PM Optional pre-selected dinner to follow
The Woman’s Club of Wisconsin is proud to welcome cellist Peter Thomas to the Ballroom. The concert will feature
his popular and eclectic solo electric cello repertoire, and we will even hear him sing! Thomas has been a member of
the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra since 2008. He has also performed around the world as a multi-genre soloist,
clinician, educator, and chamber musician.
Thomas’ response to the COVID-19 pandemic is his MusiConnect series, a community-building initiative he
founded. For the last year, MusiConnect has brought people together during the COVID-19 pandemic by creating a
safe performance space in different communities around the greater Milwaukee area. MusiConnect has performed
on driveways of volunteers’ houses, with a diversity of artists and music genres. Music connects us and is one of the
greatest gifts of humanity. As one concertgoer recently remarked to the press after hearing Thomas play, "The music
just heals your soul."
So join us as Thomas and his cello connect with OUR community – members and guests of the Woman’s Club of
Wisconsin!
Choice of:
Panko Crusted Walleye
with lemon-caper butter, roasted red-skin potatoes, and
grilled asparagus
Or
5 oz. Grilled Filet Mignon
with port wine demi-glaze horseradish, mashed
potatoes, and grilled asparagus
Or
Vegetarian Entrée
Strawberry Shortcake
Include coffee or tea
$40 Inclusive
Note: Only Fish Fry will be available for pickup. No a la carte service will be available this evening.
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation for Zoom or in-person. Indicate if you will be having dinner
and what entree you would like.

We enjoyed St. Patrick's Day performer Glenn Asch, Violinist!

Glenn Asch has been a
violinist for the Milwaukee
Symphony for over 30
years. His talents go deep
into all music genres from jazz, bluegrass, and
rock to the deepest ethnic
roots found in Indian,
Irish, and Eastern music.

Garden Club Lunch and Visit to the
Milwaukee Art Museum
by Shelly Culea

Thursday, June 24
Noon lunch
Milwaukee Art Museum visit to follow lunch
Enjoy a lovely lunch while socializing with friends. After
lunch, those who are interested will visit the Milwaukee
Art Museum to view garden-themed paintings in the
permanent collection. We will take a shuttle from the
WCW to the museum and tour for one hour. The shuttle
will return us to the WCW.
(Transportation TBD)
Cost of admission into the Museum: $19 Adult, $17
Senior 65+
Lunch:
Cup of summer soup
Garden Quiche
served with a side salad
Zabaglione
with fresh strawberries
Includes coffee and tea
$28 Inclusive
All WCW members and their guests are welcome to
attend.

History Corner
by Kathleen Arenz

Not only do the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin’s roots run
deep in the history of Milwaukee, they run deep in the
family history of many of its members.
On February 19, of this year Elizabeth (“Bookie”)
Hottensen Slugg passed away at the age of 96. She had
been a member of the WCW for 60 years, one of the
Club’s nine Life members. Before Bookie’s infirmities kept
her from visiting her cherished Club recently, she was
seen here regularly with old friends and fellow members,
especially at Christmas time.
Every time she passed through the hall of the presidents
at the Club, Bookie would have seen a familiar photo;
that of her mother, Dorothy Thigpen Shea, who served as
president from 1939-1941. She’s the one in that fabulous
hat.
Dorothy’s story is worthy of a book, one that has been
written by another of her daughters. Mingled Souls by
Sheila Harvey Tanzer, Bookie’s sister, relates the romantic
and adventurous lives of Dorothy Thigpen, a Protestant
southerner with roots in Alabama and Charleston and
Edmund Shea, a prominent Milwaukee attorney and
a Catholic. Their 43-year marriage was a captivating
love story and one that survived Edmund’s service in
WWI, Dorothy’s jumping the Mason-Dixon line, and the
minefield of religious denominational differences.

When Dorothy died in 1963 she was a well-known and
Email Shelina at shelina@wc-wi.org to make your reservation. beloved community figure, active in many organizations,
particularly the Woman’s Club.
Indicate if you will be having lunch.

Tai Chi is Back!
Class dates are the following Fridays:
May 14 - June 18: 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Tai Chi is a Chinese exercise based on slow gentle
movements, meditation, and breathing. It is associated with
numerous health benefits, including improving balance,
posture, muscle strength, and lowering blood pressure. In
class, you will be standing or sitting; no yoga mats required.
Wear comfortable attire.
The instructor will be Dr. Alice Kuramoto. She is a WCW
member and has been a Tai Chi practitioner for over 30 years.
$60 Inclusive (for all 6 classes) Sign up now! Email Alice
Kuramoto at alicek@uwm.edu.Space is limited.

Bookie’s sister Wendy Randall – a former member of the
WCW – has donated a copy of Mingled Souls to our Club
library. Pick it up sometime. It’s filled with wit and charm
and a delight to read. Then tip your own hat to Dorothy
the next time you pass through the hall of presidents.

Sunday

Tuesday

Monday

Wednesday

Pickup Hours

Tuesday - Wednesday
10 AM - 2 PM

Tuesday - Wednesday
10 AM - 2 PM

Thursday
10 AM - 6:30 PM

Thursday
10 AM - 6:30 PM
Friday
10 AM - 7:30 PM

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9 AM - 4 PM

4

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM

Club Closed

Club Closed

9

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM

Club Closed

10
Club Closed

Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

13

12
Membership
Committee
11:30 AM

Club Closed

19

10 AM

Classics Book Group
The Street
Noon

10 AM

Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

Club Closed

24
Club Closed

25

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM
Board Meeting
11:30 AM

1
Club Closed

Mexican food
specials all
month!

26

REI Poet
Margaret Rozga

11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program
High Tea Memories
"Prom"
2 PM - 4 PM

27

7

American History
Study Group
8:30 AM Breakfast
9 AM Discussion
(In-person)
10:30 AM Discussion
(Zoom)
Comfort Quilts

Frederick Layton
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program

Evening Book Group
The Only Woman in
the Room
4 PM Discussion
Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

8
Mother's Day
order pickup
Noon - 2 PM

10 AM

Duplicate Bridge
10 AM

14

Tai Chi
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

15
Club Closed

Duplicate Bridge
10 AM
Marketing
Committee
10 AM
German Language Group
Noon

21

20
In Stitches

Club Closed

23

10:30 AM

Art, Culture,
and Antiques Study
Group Planning Meeting
Noon

Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

Needlework

17

Daytime Book Group
Hidden Valley Road

Business Networking
4 PM - 5 PM

1 PM

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM

10 AM

REI Committee
3 PM

Garden Club
Lunch and Film
Noon lunch
Film to follow

18

In Stitches

Community Outreach
Committee
Noon

Historic Building
Committee

16

Place your Mother's
Day order by 3 PM
On Thursday, May 6

6

5

Personnel
Committee
Noon

11

Art, Culture, and Antiques Study Group
programs will not be scheduled May September and programs will plan to
resume in October. All members who are
interested and have ideas are welcome to
attend the planning meeting on May 13.

Saturday

Club is open unless noted on calendar.

Programs
Committee
10 AM

3

Friday

Thursday

Dining Hours

Friday
10 AM - 7:30 PM

2

May 2021

Tai Chi
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

22

Duplicate Bridge
10 AM

Club Closed

Finance Committee
11:30 AM
Mexican Fiesta Night
4:30 Arrival
5 PM Entertainment
6:15 PM Five-course
Mexican dinner

28
Tai Chi
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Duplicate Bridge
10 AM

29

Club Closed
Sunday
Monday

30

Club Closed

31
Club Closed

Sunday

June 2021

Tuesday

Monday

1

Wednesday
2

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM

3

Genealogy Roundtable
10:30 AM Discussion
Optional lunch to follow

Programs
Committee
10 AM

Club Closed

7
Club Closed

8

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM
Inside the
Performing Arts:
Milwaukee Opera
Company
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program

In Stitches
10 AM

Community Outreach
Committee
Noon

Friday
4
Tai Chi
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
10 AM

Duplicate Bridge
10 AM

11

10
Membership
Committee
11:30 AM

Historic Building
Committee

Tai Chi
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM

Daytime Book Group
Lady in Waiting: In the
Shadow of the Crown
10:30 AM

16

15

Business Networking
4 PM - 5 PM

Marketing Committee
10 AM

Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

German Language Group
Noon

Club Closed

17

In Stitches
10 AM

Classics Book Group
Winnie the Pooh
Noon
Women of the Club:

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM

Athenaeum Award Luncheon

11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program
Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

Needlework

14

10 AM

Club Closed

20

22

Club Closed

21
Club Closed

27
Club Closed

28
Club Closed

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM

23

Judith Flanders
11:30 AM Arrival
11:45 AM Lunch
12:30 PM Program

Yoga
(Zoom only)
9:30 AM

Garden Club
MAM Visit
Noon lunch
Museum to follow

Evening Book Group
The Gilded Years
4 PM Discussion

Club Closed

19

18
Tai Chi
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM
Duplicate Bridge
10 AM
Finance Committee
11:30 AM

Club Closed

Cellist Peter Thomas
Live in the Ballrom
5 PM Performance
Optional dinner to follow

26

25
Duplicate Bridge
10 AM

Club Closed

Chef 's Surprise
Dinnner
5 PM Arrival
5:30 PM Dinner

Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

Board Meeting
11:30 AM

29

24

12

Duplicate Bridge
10 AM

1 PM

13

Club Closed

Comfort Quilts

Cordial Conversations
2 PM - 6 PM

9

Saturday
5

REI Committee
3 PM

Summer Book
Drive Begins

6

Thursday

30
High Tea Memories
"Weddings and
Graduations"
2 PM - 4 PM

Dining Hours

Pickup Hours

Tuesday - Wednesday
10 AM - 2 PM

Tuesday - Wednesday
10 AM - 2 PM

Thursday
10 AM - 6:30 PM

Thursday
10 AM - 6:30 PM

Friday
10 AM - 7:30 PM

Office Hours
Monday - Friday
9 AM - 4 PM

Friday
10 AM - 7:30 PM

Club is open unless noted on calendar.

Newsletter Editors

Amy Schneider, Content Editor
Mary Ann Beaumont, Copy Editor/
Publications Coordinator

Designer

Brooke Steinbach

Newsletter Deadline
July/August
May 15

Make submissions by 5 PM by
email only to editor@wc-wi.org

WCW Archives
www4.uwm.edu/libraries/arch/
To access WCW holdings,
click on Finding Aids,
then type “wcw” in the search box

		
"It's crucial to know where the work stops and your life begins"
- Ann Reinking

Volunteer Vitamins
Join us on Facebook
www.wc-wi.org
Virtual Tour is now available to
showcase the Club

Check us out!

813 East Kilbourn Avenue
Milwaukee, WI 53202

Woman’s Club
of Wisconsin

