Over one hundred years ago
after the founding of the United States and
only thirty years after the city of Milwaukee
was chartered, a group of prominent women
gathered in 1876 to discuss the organization
of the Woman’s Club. These visionary women
recognized the need for a place to meet at a
time when women had limited ways to inform
themselves and socialize with peers. Some of
these women were Milwaukee’s most privileged
women; all were witness to the many social
needs in the young city. They came together
for social camaraderie but were determined to
bring improvements to their community.
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Our Mission

The WCW cultivates educational,
cultural, philanthropic, and social
exchange to inspire engagement
in the community.
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Our Vision

A world-class community
with boundless opportunities
for women.

A gathering place for exceptional
women, a resource for you.
Since 1876, the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin has
been a gathering place for thoughtful and socially
conscious women in the greater Milwaukee area.
The Club’s founding members were leaders with
foresight who recognized the need for a place to
gather for social and intellectual exchange - a
Club for women, run by women. Housed in
an elegant Italian Renaissance clubhouse, the
organization is the oldest private club in the city
and the oldest women’s club in America.
While members admire the Club’s rich history,
its many time-honored traditions, and gracious
surroundings, we join because the mission of
the Club is relevant today. The Club’s founders
were generous to civic causes, intellectually
curious, and active in their community, traits
that characterize current members. If you agree
that opportunities to meet new people and to be
involved in the community are important, the
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin may be the right
place for you.

We welcome your interest and your

involvement.

Woman’s Club of Wisconsin

In 1876, Martha
Mitchell hosted the
organizational
meeting of the
Woman’s Club of
Wisconsin in her
parlor.

The earliest known printed calendar of the
Woman’s Club dates back to 1884.

Woman’s Club of Wisconsin

The essence of membership...
Women join the Club for many reasons. Our
members come from different backgrounds,
cultures, and walks of life. Some members, young
and old alike, are working professionals who
utilize the Club for business meetings, social
entertaining, or to host volunteer meetings and
events. Others may join to enjoy outstanding
educational and cultural programming. All
members value the opportunity to entertain
family and friends in an inviting environment
with catering by an experienced chef and staff.
You, too, can enjoy being part of a diverse group
of women who care about each other and the
community. The Club is a place where you can
contribute your talents to philanthropic projects
and social concerns together with your fellow
members. Best of all, each member tailors her
involvement in the Club to match her interests.
It is truly a Club to call your own.

Woman’s Club of Wisconsin

“To me, the Club is all about
friendships and learning.
Even if I walk through the
doors alone, I know I will
encounter many intelligent,
interesting, and friendly
women. During my 10
years of membership I have
developed relationships
through my participation
in several groups and
committees. In addition, I
always learn something new
from the wide variety of
excellent daytime, evening,
and weekend programs.”
- Kathy Pederson
Member Since 2010
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin

When it’s time to entertain for
business or pleasure...
The Club’s beautiful interiors offer an elegant and
welcoming setting for entertaining friends, family,
or business associates. Or simply stop in and relax
with friends before an evening of theater or music.
A century-old historic landmark building, the
clubhouse features antiques, fine furniture, and
artwork, creating a refined setting that recalls the
Club’s founders. Known for superb cuisine and
exceptional catering staff, the Club offers modern
amenities in a gracious environment. The entire
Club is available for a variety of functions, from
private parties to business meetings. Our rooms
can accommodate all of your functions.
“Entertaining at the Club is like entertaining in my home...
just the way I like it. This is my Club, not my husband’s, and
I appreciate that.”
- Nora Werra, Member Since 1991

“I hosted an 80th birthday party for a dear friend at the
Woman’s Club. The setting was perfect, the library, just
the right size for our group of 15. The meal was fantastic,
especially the chocolate cake. Everyone had a wonderful
time. The staff was easy to work with and the service
was great.”
- Joy Towell, Member Since 2014
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin
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Commitment to the community ...
The women who founded the Club in 1876 were
determined to bring social improvements to
their city. The founders’ civic duty, intellectual
discourse, and an acute concern for the welfare
of children reflected the time in which they lived
- one of rapid social change, including the role of
women.
The rich history of the Woman’s Club’s civic
outreach and philanthropic endeavors continues
to mirror the changing needs in the greater
Milwaukee area. Today the Club’s charitable
foundation gives tens of thousands of
dollars each year to Milwaukee area nonprofit
organizations. Recipients include educational
institutions, health and social service
organizations, and the performing arts.
2020 Grant Recipients
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MISSION STATEMENT

To support philanthropic, educational, and cultural
programs and to ensure, through our expanding
endowment, that the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin’s
historic commitment to commuity serivce endures
and flourishes.

2020 GRANT RECIPIENTS

ArtWorks for Milwaukee
Audio & Braille Literacy Enhancement (ABLE)
Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin
Benedict Center
Cedarburg Art Museum & Society, Inc.
Children’s Dyslexia Center - Milwaukee
City on a Hill
College Possible Milwaukee
Danceworks
Florentine Opera Company
LOTUS Legal Clinic
Malaika Early Learning Center
Milwaukee County Historical Society
Nehemiah Project, Inc.
Optimist Theatre
Our Next Generation, Inc.
Ozaukee Family Services
Prevent Blindness Wisconsin
Secure Futures
War Memorial Center
Wisconsin Alzheimer’s Institute
Women’s Center, The
Your Choice to Live, Inc.
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin

CLUB GROUPS & ACTIVITIES

American History Study Group
Antiques and Fine Art Study Group
Book Discussion Groups
Bridge / Mah Jongg / Yoga / Tai Chi
Community Outreach Projects
Educational / Cultural Outings
Garden Club
Lectures: Art / Finance / Current Events, etc.
Member Luncheons and Dinners
Quilting / Stitching / Knitting / Needlework
Theater Outings
Travel Opportunities
Wine and Cheese Tastings
Woman’s Club of Wisconsin

WCW provides a group or activity for
a variety of interests...
Tai Chi

Travel Group
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